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Placing the Origin of Japan :
The Japanese Self-knowledge 1n
the Contemporary Studies of

Yamata

Te-Wang Chou

Abstract

If Yamata is the forerunner of Yamato government in Japan’s history?
What is the relationship between Yamata and Yamato? This question was
a major source of Japanese Self-knowledge from past. The myth of
Japan’s origin believed firm before was queried in the reaction of Royal
historical view after WWII in particular. Now, as we rewrite Japan’
history, who established Japan is more important. This paper wants to
find out how Japanese face the question by analyzing the Studies of
Yamata. Japanese only depend the papers (Book of Wei) form China to
trace back Japan’s national origin. The discuss including the major view

of Taika Reform, the Kokugaku’s idea, the argument between Shiratori
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Kurakichi and Naitd Torajird, until several major view after WWIIL. The
difference of Yamata’ location and of Himiko’ role might reflect some

psychologically needs, which must deal with the relationship with China.

Keywords: Book of Wei, Yamata, Himiko, Shiratori Kurakichi, Naito

Torajird
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