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Transformations in Buddhist Art
During the Prosperous Reign of

T’ang Hsiian- tsung
Yen Chiian-ying

This paper begins with a discussion of T’ang Hsiian-tsung’s policies toward
Buddhism, recognizing that he did not participate in or support the large-scale
construction of Buddhist statues to the same extent as his imperial predecessors.
Nevertheless, he did not actually prohibit the continued development of Bud-
dhist culture. Next, this paper focuses on a comprehensive review of changes
around the eighth century in major stone caves in each region of T’ang China.
First, I look at cave sites. While thc activities of hollowing out caves did not s-
top, they did not compare with those of the Lung-men Caves near the Eastern
Capital, Lo-yang. Furthermore, there was a gradual trend of siting these caves
further from the capital, as at Taiylian in Shanhsi. The development in the
mountainous regions of Ssuch’uan was especially prosperous, reflecting the
cultural vitality of the southwest.

Furrthermore, 1 consider Buddhist art activities at the temples and monas-
teries of the two T’ang capitals as recorded in histoncal texts. On the one hand,
the artistic expression of the most famous painter of Hsiian-tsung’s reign, Wu
Tao-tzu, and On the other hand, I examine the activities and imperial conmec-
tion of the three patriachs of the Esoteric True Words Sect, Known also as the
three masters of the K’ai-yiian reign period (718-741). In order to examine the

particular qualities of artwork of the period I observe how these monks used

= oll ==



B\ %
graphic and statuary artwork to display, for example, their range of magical

powers and favors.

Finally, I look at interactions between the elite and monks, and investigate

the effects of the establishment of the new intellectual trend of Ch’an Bud-

dhism on Buddhist art.
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