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Tradition and Modern:
A Case Study of a Percussion sextet,
Beyond the Festival

Ing-Chih Ko

Abstract

Although Taiwanese composers are given predominantly western musical
training, they remain steeped in the atmosphere of traditional Chinese music. As a
result, a method of combining western compositional technique with a traditional
Chinese music perspective has become one of the greatest challenges for
contemporary Taiwanese composers.

May-Chih Chen’s percussion sextet, Beyond the Festival (commissioned by
the University of Michigan Percussion Music Ensemble and sponsored by the Ju
Percussion Group), is one example of this quest for the synthesis of these two
musical traditions. The work, based on a conventional festive tune for the Chinese
New Year, is carefully analyzed in this study, including the melody, its rhythmic
structure, and the composer’s use of timbre. The results demonstrate that the
melody and the rhythm of the traditional tune were deconstructed into many parts
and recomposed in various ways.

In addition, this study examines the composer’s use of both conventional and
non-conventional percussion instruments simultaneously, and her intention of
turning a new page in tone color through various instrumental combinations. It is
hoped that this combination of elements makes Beyond the Festival a brand new

sonic experience.

Key words: Percussion, Percussion ensemble, Rhythm, Timbre,
Contemporary Music
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