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A Study of Guitar-Themed Creative
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Abstract

Among Taiwanese creative ballads, there are a lot of works written on the
theme of music instruments, especially the guitar. This article aims to study the
Fulau and Mandarin creative ballads with the guitar as the theme.

Creation is non-stop and continual. There are always people writing creative
ballads as time changes. In order to be specific in its study scope, this article will
focus on the period starting 1967 to the end of August 2008. Additionally,
because of the difficulty of obtaining enough musical samples, and transcribing
them, the study of the music in this article is limited to lyrics and not melodies.

Till the end of August 2008, the authors have collected some guitar-themed
creative ballads including one aboriginal ballad, twenty-one Fulau ballads, and
seventeen Mandarin ballads. Because only one aboriginal ballad and no Hakka
ballads were collected, this article will study only the Fulau and Mandarin
creative ballads. Some ballads are out of print and could not be obtained by the
authors.

This article is divided into four parts: the first is about the guitar’s history
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and its course of change and development in Taiwan. The second part is about the
creative ballads with the theme of the guitar. The third part is the analysis of the
lyrics and the fourth part discusses the qualities and characteristics of these
ballads from the societal development and change of Taiwan.

Key words: creative ballads, Fulau creative ballads, Mandarin creative
ballads, the guitar, societal development and change.
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