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When Chuan-tzu Encounters The

Human Scenes of Rubber Duck:
Game, Childishness and Call of Ethics

. . *
Lai, Hsi-san

[Abstract]

This paper will attempt to analyze contemporary public art exhibitions (such as the
“Rubber Duck” exhibition), doing so from an analytical perspective derived from the
problematic of the “game” (Youxi) as it appears in the Chuan-tzu. Such exhibitions
often make use of visual art as well as a children’s psychology to create games whose
sense of the visual as well as sense of the subjective are in perpetual transformation. In
conducting such an analysis, this paper will elucidate the nature of Chuang-tzu’s theory
of being, and in particular the way the “wandering subject” of the Chuangtzu transcends
such categorical differentiations as small/large, useful/useless, and objective/subjective.
Images of children marked by an unvarnished sense of innocence are often used as
metaphors for such a subject. This paper will reveal how such a subject implies an
ethical call grounded in the notions of “being friends with others” and “mutual sense of
purity among things.” In other words, within the transformation from a power-laden
adult subject to the childlike wandering subject, a primitive ethics between humans and

the world is steadily disclosed.

Keywords: Chuan-tzu , Rubber Duck, game, childishness, ethics
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