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F AU FEREREEE  (Quadri-syllabic Idiomatic Expressions ) JE#E i » 5%
fEtEE R AR (FEE » 1994) « SIECH (1990 : 124-127) 58 RyAEEE EIE S
H—#4 - BEMEAVE FHEERSEE A FTE - [BFEAEEENEREE - "2
FHVEE R M R R BRI BIMERHE - B mT i RGE R HA S e sE AL & RB » Fr
Al FIE FHEEE 7B 7EMAEE LX;%%%EEEI’MI/@@EEET“yf%’*ﬁlﬁ%&? ’
ZIRGH (1990 : 136-137) KFEEFETREA T/ « A BEEERN A ¥R 0 fr
DA E e R I FHEE—8H - e Enxﬁl :

A, R BABKRAT BT BEBERE
ERESH VRSB - FEEN BEBTE
KB aRES - FE—%8 - L%
MEAM  ZTFRFT imlhdwd  xXHER - A%
BEhMb KX EE BRAR - EF¥EL
FRRE S BRALA EFRAH B ARE
FE—B - FEEAA - RETE > AHHEIE

B JHMVIEERE & R A E RIS - NILEi G -

B. B AR BrH®  RESL  HERT
Rk BAKE KRB BPIAL

C BHIEEBH AT M B A SRS - EEENERERIZR LR
iji‘tﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬂjﬂi’ DRIPE e [ e v T RV R s — 48 > ZAEBERGER & S BRK -

gk 2k

C. KALFER B —# 3%
KIB—REIT

s BesE

R EIHILEE—RFEHR!

VSIS B REEME TR G R R
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D B RHA4EE - P ERI SRS

D. fEARQH -HI=ZAM ZFHAH  FEARLME whr2ZE

E S E BRI R THEE - R Rl R sty H I

E. & RBLE  SPRIGEF ~ BEo1FA 33 h

F AR SEREE - NIEER 7Rl sr o] B A B A

F.R® - RE KRB =K =% FFHR > F—& > FH#

M= - AKF B BE RIUFR - HER B RE BAEREZERNE - MERIREE
FoRlEE

)7 - fEE (1997 29) HEE RpGEENAaE T HVES > S5 HFGEA R
ol - HNEAEEGEENE RN AR —2 - MiRHEGEEFR EA it | ivEx
LURe Rl LA 2B ] (EHE > 1994 0 33) ¢

P et > R EEREEM Y BB EAE - B ERGEAMRE 6 F
TEB A BERF L EH T — M o A L B R 74 B 2 1E
FUERBRRENHREZEDE B LB a9 A — O BLIME -

HILBE T M ENES AT S BRE BAGRN . BEEB B8
REGHPE o

et 2 B RERMERYEAE > 0-F =48~ BERAEEVIES » TEMESFTHRRA
fE - NI B A S - B 2 ANIMISENGE - 0aEEE - 8Ugss ~ EAEE - AR
EERIERIE R - ey BEAIFE B fa B HY(F i > IR BLAC L (R
1997 : 29) -

FREE PR e CERBHTRGEEE 8 ) > FUTERAH R A AME I 8 IR R A i
SRS - TR A BRI SRV pIGE HA 0 (S~ BERE X » 2002)
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l. 3B LRHENE I TEUALAORZAZE ZwEH UM E B LRA
REDVRA DB ERRES T RZERG -

2. SPRMRFE S BAESN R EE N D B REN RE > W EE) L R BFE

NiEZY o

XETPHERE ALWEGHUBXELE TH R > RAKZERY -

HHmFRE e AWEH UL R BARE -

B v i B LA BUARAE H A2 0997 AR 3T o

ZviEH L o B PIR RGBT LR MR AR E o

Hoth By kg —FER OO B T BB A R e AL

N » kAW

EREERE  (CEEHRGEER L) R MEB R B AN REE » t— R AT A] 4
R RAGHT T BRI T AR S A A REEHI 275 -

BRSARREGEREFEENEREL - SURE (19851 23) {2 " FHER
et > CIBERE ffaet ) o B (1983 1 104) 528 ' piGBRERREAS - JE & Hskan
FAYMEE. . AEITAIEERE ~ SH&REE - [EEEEFEAIBAZE - BEINL (1983 @ 64) f5i
" EGEERTRIEVEE S R > ARSI F EEENEE - BB (2019) AGE T E&R
FEE ) DA WA RGEIVERIE | TOFAEEE R S S A IA A
Ay AR A T HEREE) - B0 T —EE T ARER TSR E TR =
FRAOEAFEAIAZR - T BARCEE ) nIDASER T B T — BRI | - [ERSVEERYE 0 U
FAERGERHEEE | [EE s o (HEEE R UREME - BORFEK - Brigry U AR ET R -
fran T —p—k, A TR F o BRI FASEGE B A B R M ARE
M - RS kEE R Bty R M - MRS EREIE - BEEREEEE
ME > HEPE: - MAEERVEEREAR - AR AR TSR E AL TR
HEREAET AT AR HEE -

e T —fl—tk, 1 T A% SRR - W UE HRGEE R RA R E AR
7o HRZESBRE RN AR BCE AR AEE - fRIZ Goldberg (1995:5) HREAVES :

C is a CONSTRUCTION iffger C is a form-meaning pair <F;, S>> such that some
aspect of F; or some aspect of S; is not strictly predictable from C’s component parts

or from other previously established constructions.
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EES » & C (EFRMATEEA SRR T s EA RIS - C B — (S
o NS EEGEENE S B HEREA R 5 ZRAHE I ES &
anFe AR > B PGB ARV MEE B S i -

Su (2002:31) EI/eRHEAGE AR A oI FAS - s B PU TR aY [X
RY K] WA A EEN W BT JIREE T EAGEE - BIREEE A (2019)
AR [ X#EY](C # R 0 WA =(EEAHA (type frequency )
EERIEA [~ X — Y] [ XZY] M [ X T Y] EF R pEErEE
ELIRE © oCEIR A EGEREARANERES » —ERENERKER XY £
sl Y 2 S MR pGEE = Z PR B (5 - RSB RV BN 1 o SO VU AR B AR
PERIREAETE © IEAD - R AVUFFR RGBT E 50 XY % Rydi sl oi i s > flan " —
1= ST e LI NG &2 0 Fiik - i N € S R s I8V IN ¥4)
Rl e T — Bk 0T I & ) WIERET A A > FL ARt B R T #sH -
MR TR BEE A R UREEIRE B0 » Mi&E (2022) 2347 17 1095 S
XA RGEE - R PRI WSO RGBS AT RE IR BB &) -
BUF TR - i RGBSR R E A L R BRI AU S U
IRE > LR SR A A\ LA BBy TR E ERE R T (UK
£ CCL MAUEEBRER L) BREMRAZR L - e e A
ERHRERCE Y - ARV ANE ~ sBR B R ME (BRI > 2018 @ 6) o " fAZ(pGE SRR
JE Al AR U A RIGEEHY S 7 5a A L BIRR (5  DURREZ(RGEEINEEA ~ sEFRAIRE
P Z RN - DT (B ETRAH B B ) T RSB BB B R 55 -

SRR EE NG S B FL A - fREE Tsou (2012: 51) HY4cst » B fE4s %
(Coordinative ) FYRKEEA " EEEERE | > (SFTARGEEN 35%  HRefefE=0y A EY)
A Z& T A — RS AGE - B R ETHE > HEEEEHE
REVRER K BHIRGE @ iR R AR -

TLFES AT - AR SCE [l 8 RS =08 e 40 #r%  (Collostructional Analysis,

Stefanowitsch & Gries, 2003 ) » £ B i T SCRBUGE S EE AU UReE - HETHR
A FEEURGERY AR > WORR GRS [— A% B] WP GEE 2 sEENE: -

2 http://idiomconstructions.github.io

3 http://ccl.pku.edu.cn/ccgd
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2. fEAFE TR

PO FARFE RO EAVE R - Al FESFEBCER 58S MI (Mutual Information ) #Y5HE
AETTAEA - MI {EFEHYE W s B PEE 22 2 3L A tH BLAUHE% (observed probability ) Eil
WL S B R A (expected probability ) 2 FSIAYEER
0wy, w2)

(1> MI(WlJ WZ) =

E(wq, w3)

(BB MI{EERE R T B 2 RRFERC R > R s =38 DL (40vasesq)
IFERC RS E - da Silva & Lopes (1999: 372) R EAR MI{HHERE £ =L EHY
HE > Wanta ks G{E (Glue value) :

— PWiwyws)
(2) G(Wll Wy, W3) - p(W1.W2)'p(W3)

AT GAE Y BR R EPtﬂJE’JE'E”ﬁ%Jb"E%D%ET EHVFE BRI B VAR
sTEM - ARG SR EcAH G - BIRAIEERE R KB B EANE
JE o R AT EEF Stefanowitsch & Gries (2003 ) H’Jﬁ‘%iﬁ%@ﬂﬁi‘ﬁ& ( Collostructional
Analysis ) » 5% AR ETEAEZ (construction) BEAE{L (lexeme) Z[HIYSRIE - ££
& ZREMERE (Fisher exact test) » %1 (3) > SHEMH H AN BVR E RS =l [H
HIFEBCSRE  KEMERR E IR BERE AN » RELIE AR/ MEA (Pedersen, 1996 ) © H
IAsE S A T/ D8 s G & R EL B 1 R 22 BEal iy B ARAR 1T = B R Zipf,
1935) » [RIFEEE#E Person’s y? ~ Likelihood ratio G? DL K, t-test B]§EFG & &7 KA A B %
HYRE » Fisher exact test #7i8 FHAEE = AN (Pedersen, 1996 ) o

Cg+CCb+d
( 3 ) PFisher exact (a' b: c, d) W

PATFESEEANL accident HERAFRET [ N waiting to happen] F1HFEBCEEETE R
5 ( Stefanowitsch & Gries, 2003: 219 ) » EI:LIFIHFEZE (cross tabulation) = 1 fati %
FEFETC4H &Y HER 2
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& 1 XML accident ¥1#: K, [N waiting to happen] ¥R 3 7|8 &

(Stefanowitsch & Gries, 2003: 219)

accident — accident
[N waiting to happen] a=14 b=21
— [N waiting to happen] c = 8,606 d=10,197,659

FEgE Y a~ b~ ¢~ d HIEBEESER accident {FEERIE (A5 British National
Corpus JLEHEHZ5EFHE BNC) BEF [N waiting to happen] —[FEIHIRAYRE > b 2
HAMIE accident WIEEIfL (1Y disaster, recovery, dream, event %555) HIREREZL [N
waiting to happen] FHVREL - ¢ & HAEEEN accident £IRAEIE [N waiting to happen]
=Y RE - d RHAIE BRI ARMIRAE [N waiting to happen] HYZREL

eyER 1 PR ECAHE a~ b o~ d WYRIBIE - BRI A ZCE iR fife
faE Az (4) 0 SHERHEFNL accident BUEF [N waiting to happen] HIFEELTRE -
LN

8,620C10,197,680
21

(4> pFisherexact(14r 21' 8606: 10197659) = CMCIO.W

35

=21x1073*
HIP IR RGEETT S - DA T TIRE Rl > o0l [T X & Y] BIEE
1 LARHTHSAEEC [N waiting to happen] » TIASGRE XY 17 R—safir - AHER LH
Y accident FEMIL > M HAELL FHYFIEER 2 230 [T X & Y] SHERCHERE

%2 #MA [TXHEY] &7 24t | Bfueh B EREI I &

wf ofs - efok
[+ X & Y] a=103 b=16,658
[+ XEY] c =403 d=1,716,668

RPIETE T B SRR SRt [ X 8 Y] 81 T A

(5) FR -

aa (i A RO SR AN
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06C1,73 3,326

5
(5> mehm%xaa(logj16658;403;1716668)ZZE%%7¥£%%_

16,761

= 2.29 x 107100

KBTI T > p-value AYEEER Ty 2.29 < 1071 Fortesl [T X & Y] 8 T 27
M SN HTEACORIE R - FEERETERESN [T X 8 Y] BEEERIE - A SRR
ail (L2 BRI E > BT AT PALEE R [ X 5 Y] falcs s 2 r - 4
— ik AT RERVIEURGEE -

TLFESA DA St SRS UGB IVIE L AT A AR AT =B 5e i
1. FE=FEHC 578774 (collostructional analysis ) 8575 FH A AR ZEA}EE P RE=CR
B Z(EH (LIESEIGTERE BB ? Hpaid( ?
2. MEE RGP GGES A T R 7
3. ¥relz g HAHRRIE SR oW EEE 2 BEEM: 2
RSN TR EE TR HRE= (40 T —IFEE , Y [— A B B]) > SR ARGE
B A B G RATBRSR T PO » AT R e R e

SRR IE R THER » S SR HE b AL RSB e
RS - LR R R SR S -

3. WA
ASTHIEERIAC B W R B R SRR R R > a03R 3 FoR - BRG T SGERRIAIZR
HEEp IR 1991 422 2002 4F - 3£ 1,602,174 A (49 7.3 85 fiEe

O RTRES B R (L E 1990 £ 2002 4Ry 734,741 RIFE (49 3.8 (85 ) -

& 3 MAFE T XHEEREL AR

Rt SRR £ XER TR
ot 1991 - 2002 1,602,174 7.3 (EEpET

HrEERL 1990 - 2002 734,741 3.8 (EfEpa
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RIAP SRR R AT OARR S - fAR— A\ Tiahs B B s s S ac v 4s
R NILE S HIREERERAVET - A0 7e B IR R0 itz Unas - —H3d4
s phaR o RIMRAE 2 DU R A IERERRE - SUAHT e AT By th GBI E R AL BT
sl SERREIRGD T EL LR R - SR HA R U ERE R B T B A A
FEZIER > HERIGHIE RS -

LU [— A T B] Rl Bzl sy UF iy T 810 gk 4
ATyl TR E p (H24FEINE (p ER) - EHERCREME ) - B8 R
IR P 2R ABRAVE BN — T8, —E Tk BEE AR E RAVRGE —
HFE T —BTE T T8 ZREBHCRERIE SIERGE - B T RIEATIL
AEEFRERFZE RN - QMRS BN HEFERET ATTHHEZSN - ] gt
£ [— A#B] #zUE RAVED AL (A1 T —&ET 5 ) > PURE FAY oo G 5
SRR FURAE TR EUEE (0 T —(ETH& ) -

% 4 1 [—AFB] BERELRSHWFHE

Collexeme | Prisher exact (collostruction strength)

—3&T3L | 0.00

—TFFFE | 3.02x 1027

—H& T | 411x 10"

—HFH | 7.86 x 1017

—RTH | 2.51x10%

—# T4 | 1.97 x 10°%

—HTE | 223x10%

—f{ET& | 8.35x 10

—{ET# | 5.70x 107
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4. SEREETSER

AR RGE [— A#B] R SCR R ER WEER [—A 2B
[—AHEB] [— AT B] =EME - &0 N Thgixig - SE3EHYEEG T Ca R
FECPEELH 238 (EFF & [— A#B] BEAIRGEE - e Ay EBR T AT 338 et

il o 22 S FIHERT [— A#B] WUFARH EERHE - HIRAVARR > ST Ay
PR DL RSB ERYRIENES T8k o DUT 05 230 = (A URvai R ARG 3

% 5 [~ A#HB] mFRARE T GEHE T HRGBF R

G PoGERI R S GBI HER
[— A = B] 7,020 478
—HZ P 117 45
[— A & B] 3,061 196
—THT 47 3
—IE A 0 1
[— AT B] 1,059 41
— AT 0 3
—FT& 6 6
—E5T& 0 1

TEE RS SO I A SO RIEE R E R T —F T ) (NI RE S Ry 6 2
{HERE P GEEREARE (CEREFITE) %P G IR - T —FT&
TEBRG O FSRRAR S A & L ATHEAN T DL T — 5T ) MR RS 4
HEL [— A T B] A EcE R mA k" —H Ty FIREEP - BEZAA 2L
B R SR AR A AR B N BUSRRSUR RGBT I » 2RO RTRE 554 MIT A ol
FHEA & (Lexical Bundles > 2822 Hsu, 2021; Hsu et al., 2017; ZI|E4FZ A > 2017) HY
MRE - BIdRTacR 4 Ry —(ET3 ATeeR By e g T —(E TS E e |
HIBR % - [i1e " —(ET-#% , EeERlE PRl Ry A% - (HE I IEA SRS
emHVEGEE o RIIL - EEAEEBRHEERYHNAL Ryl 7 FR(ME G IERF B A — A R UJEIRY
s AL - R AU A N ERAE I © BCE BN AR & RV E FE & AR
HIEERLE R HYpEE ? MR B RERE E 2 AR A E i -
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4.1[— A = B]

FEARKE B pE 2 A PG IR R B o > [ A = B] SR 478 0 BE
T T AS I ] (6) 3 BUR T, LR ] (7))

(6)EEbIeE4THF—T % BEHFARKGBIER -
(7)KHES STYHRER R LA TR EREN A BHRTF L=
Ho BEANLRBEEESE V...

BRI SUNA T —E2 0 PEBRE T IR 117 K 06 (8) » ERHHER RIS
- e G| VE - ) 26D

(8)...314FIBBEL  NEEF X B BRGEMENIGF— S —F BT E
& o R E & > BHOEEE...

EREENE » REEFAIUFAE T 0% ) ZEARY "6, TiF ) taEE—
(ExEFR - MBS UEE 2 i R Al -

42[— A F B]

WY PG TR - BEPR SR T IR 40 (9) 0 AT I EEE | B
(B (EARERYREE T OO T AT I AREEUREE - 2B
(10) A1 (11) > BERFEREEI R RN ERE T OCHERE -

(9) ¥R Y REAwBELRHERRMNEE 4R —FER - TS
PhBAR % R RIR -

(10) ¥R THAKER  LFELEAZIMEH > KROMRTUR—ETE > M
HRTUE LR IEEZSHEAAGEE -

(11) B~ 2@t~ QM RFZ A FEHSERS EXEIL AR
Ji s MRS R RE - —IREIR > ZANHBEERSEE » AR
HEERR  HEAREKIEAE
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43[— A F B]

¥ [— A T B] #BE > M GERES A IREGEE 11T —#T5
T —T o EEETF S EER RN T 5T, T —ETe S
%@J N ra%ﬁﬁj Z@Eﬁﬁ °

(12) 3F S BRHREFHRD RLMBREELITHIE » KDL EE
KEFLE—HT L BHLLHERFT RS T ERAZ LMD ?
(B)ATEBRFEA—TTLUET  FERKAD Y B EARS » TRE

% 3000 7 AR F AL EE T — & 3000 Tk 6y RALE o £ BRF LA
HE—F o AAEE
(14) &MAEEHICHRRRIT o+ AHI—ET L FPRRY X °
(15) R R EHieeit » WHerdm » —iaF48 -

Hep T —5F&, M T 1T AvsEEE T 3518 HE > SFRETRHE
"B AUESRIEREELE R c BREE T T ST AV o MRIBBITEREREA
(2019) $t¥f " — X T Y (Y07 > tb—THEHLH (prefab) 2L " ¥ILL -
pran P —HTHE  (RAAIRF A R 7 T8 T —F T8 ) (—EHEET ) - 8
SREERERNGE T BT T RS ETEEENEL - =85 Wit
AT AR ELE T BiEAEEET TR JFEADE - RS
Z o frig 2 NP eEE [— A T Bl ZJFA#EEE -

2
5. 4EEm

ARSI R B T SOR I EEREE  - E FREEUE O i A (BEERETERE ) > o)
BIFEEUHTT & [— A#B] fEZUAY 238 {IHEHG T SCRiah - LU 338 (il fEHs oS pkat -
BEPREIC TR ST B R R U AR (5 FR A At 2 & & A JEREEHIIUFAE > [HER
RIGERHEE P YU FASRGET S - B B PRARRAEE T B Ry o0 AlEaleR (Lexical
Bundles ) HYHUZ > TUEHC o BB LEE0E & - TUFAS S A UREER A - B A
R PGB RERHE T HEHC T - A GEER B e sERE P HYE (i
HFTERL -



W E P B P e XA GE RS R X BR - L [— A#B] Al 91

A AR BT + RIS ST I D S DU BT
Wi%E » RACTSADUT RSB - LU ¥ I R T R Tt - LA e
S BT -

PEEE e R R R > AR [— X | Y] AUt > mEPCEA
PP AT R RIS ARG TG M R Y T i
FIEENE A RS [ X Y] SRR T R0 SRR

ffe T SO LA R T e R R PO SRR T A AR ey T —
e, M T ST BGERYER] > R GinREl T e T 5
T, BT —FT& ) WRIUAE - AR 2 U - HEERA AT &
[— X#Y] Z&AREIER] > tEas - B S E s 4HAT RS - [RIls B FrEe eI B
MerigEEN: (FEREREFA - 2019) -

BEPRASCER I R T SCGRE R R HT I AR 3 (1990~2002 44k 734,741 7 ) A%
TG SO (1991~2002 424k 1,602,174 75 ) 28 2R —RHH R B AG
FOEREES - DRREECSUE =R &P [~ X T Y] &Rl " 5T
&89 ) FRRNERG T OGE R E PRI REE -

e SO R AU R RE SR R I B MR B PO A
ANBgEZD - SRS AL SR a2 sE S i B M E G L EARkE
RREAYTT R » BESh - (R B AT e R R A MR BN S B B2 S B AR A
HFHRIGEE

B

AW TR L E A EF TR B - RS 2B R P EHARE
RAMEEZHAE -
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5%

[— A#B] #X0EH R b 91 &8 o) B 78 L

eI | HERES| AR | BAAr | sAALEE P Fisher exact
1 |3 493 | ——. 26,822 | W 773 0
2 | 517 210 | —— 26,822 | =17 1,370 | 4.42E-173
3 |84 166 | — — 26,822 | EH4 460 | 3.65E-190
4 |—E—K 139 | —— 26,822 | Eik 408 | 1.26E-156
5 | —fm—%8 80| —.— 26,822 | ZR 5| 9.69E-159
6 |——IR 31| —— 26,822 | MRHER 7 8.96E-58
7 |—IE—Al 29| —— 26,822 | IEFI 224 1.69E-23
8 | —HA—tH 19| —— 26,822 | =i 100 1.09E-18
9 |—FH—+ 19 —— 26,822 | T 27,722 5.21E-76
10 |—0h—fE 5[ —— 26,822 | ME 260 | 0.07880821
11 |[—F—R 5[] —— 26,822 | FHE 12 2.59E-07
12 |[—3E—4 2| —— 26,822 | LA 10 | 0.00455286
13 | —F—& 2| —— 26,822 | FE 448 | 0.60123226
14 | —4E—= 1| —— 26,822 | FEE=E 150 1
15 | —E—= 1| ——. 26,822 | [EH=E 1| 0.0170182
16 | —HA1T 1| —F. 4,338 | HfT 45 | 0.06163976
17 | =¥ 239 | —= 12,079 | T 420 0
18 | —HTH 94 | — T 1,059 | HE 970 | 2.13E-192
19 | —FT%& 6| —T. 1,059 | F#& 9 7.26E-18
20 |—ZI+% 3| — T 1,059 | Z& 2 3.83E-10
2l |—ET& 1| —7. 1,059 | =4 3| 0.00134893
0 |—EE 192 | —— 11,833 | 5% 7,898 1.20E-86
23 |—B(F 9| —— 11,833 | Bff 26 9.92E-15
24 |—F 4| —— 11,833 | FH 561 | 0.16674831
25 |—Hk e 1| —= 11,833 | #HkE 146 | 0.42607551
26 | —XAHNE 21| —7F. 19,770 | SZ{H 1 1.32E-45
2] | —FAE 16| — R, 19,770 | F= 22 1.19E-25
28 | —JFAiEE 11| —F, 19,770 | fEfe 42 3.69E-14
29 | A% 50 — R, 19,770 | X% 233 | 0.01815983
30 | —FAH 2| — R, 19,770 | B4 100 | 0.13569155
31 |—=FRE 1| — R, 19,770 | =& 13 | 0.08466255
32 | —FIFf# 36 | —.F 5,077 | FOfiE 10 1.17E-91
33 | —FFL 1| —2k 5,077 | B 10,726 8.70E-07
M |l—THET 3| —/H. 3,061 | T7T 602 | 0.02206196
35 [ —MEEHA 1| —H. 3,061 | MEF 224 | 0.1971167
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BIRGH (1990) - ErEMR RS - J00T : BRENEEE -

PR ~ AR Z2EE ~ &REAISC(2019) - PUFAS B E RN e —— LT —
XHY | Fufyl - FHEEERH - 49 (4) 683—719 -

PITERE Mo B (2022) o B E TS B R B 58 58 252 — — e [F B = URTAT
oz - FERESCERERIASE > 19 (1) 95— 121 -

ZLRE (1985) - pleshk - BFSEIEEE -

BT ~ BUER ~ 15E0E (2017) « sz ASCHEERMER R SO FgE # 2 I 5E - BERES
WEMFE > 14 (1) 119—152 -
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Detecting and Analyzing the Development of
Quadri-syllabic Idiomatic Constructions in

Cross-strait Chinese Variation: A Case Study of
[— A#B]

Meng-Hsien Shih

National United University

Abstract

The special quadri-syllabic idiomatic expressions (QIEs) in Chinese have existed for
a long history, mostly refined from archaic Chinese and consisting a specific construction
which can be used to generate more new QIEs. Over half a century of development cross
the strait, both Chinese variations have evolved special words and differed in the uses of
certain idioms. This paper adopts Collostructional Analysis to a news corpus, extracting
238 QIEs in traditional Chinese characters with the [one-A-number-B] construction, and
338 simplified Chinese QIEs. Although the total number of news articles in the simplified
Chinese corpus used in this paper (734,741 articles from 1990 to 2002) is less than half of
those in the traditional Chinese news corpus (1,602,174 articles from 1991 to 2002), it is
speculated that due to a larger user base of simplified Chinese in mainland China during
the same period and differences in socio-cultural aspects between the two areas,
constructions like [one-A-thousand-B] led to the emergence of idioms such as —3&F 4
‘one word (worth) thousand gold’, which was not found in the traditional Chinese corpus.
It is worth observing in the future whether these newly developed QIEs with constructions

in simplified Chinese will continue to be used and preserved, and whether traditional
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Chinese, due to a smaller user base, has yet to develop new usages. It is also interesting
whether further language interactions will introduce new usages in the future. Analyzing
idioms and their productivity from a perspective of construction can also assist foreign

language learners in understanding and using idiomatic expressions.

Keywords: construction grammar, quadri-syllabic idiomatic expressions, collocation,

corpus



