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The Study of the Japanese Prime
Minister’s Dissolution of the House of
Representatives: The Formation and the
Analysis of the "Article 7 Dissolution™

Wu Ming-Shan*

Party politics and political power have always been the
focus of Japanese political studies. Most of the research papers
discuss the changes in party politics and the changes in the
internal power structure of the ruling party based on the results
of the House of Representatives elections; that is, not much
research centers on the decision-making process and the
influence of the Prime Minister’s dissolution of the House of
Representatives. However, many elections are held owing to the
Prime Minister’s dissolution of the House of Representatives.
Under the current constitutional system, the House of
Representatives has held a total of 25 elections, of which up to
24 are post-dissolution elections.

Among the 24 dissolutions of the House of Representatives,
21 were announced directly by the Prime Minister under Article
7 of the Constitution (Article 7 dissolution). Yet, when the Prime
Minister Yoshita first announced the "Article 7 Dissolution®,
there was a major dispute in Japanese politics because the
Constitution did not have explicit provisions for this action.

* Professor, Department of Mass Communication, I-Shou University.
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Despite the controversy, it is now generally considered that the
exclusive power of "Article 7 dissolution" is conferred on the
Prime Minister, who is thus free to exercise it. The main purpose
of this study is to explain why and how the Prime Minister
exercises "Article 7 Dissolution” power in post-war politics,

making it a convention in political practice.

Keywords: party politics, the House of Representatives, general

election, Dissolution Power, Yoshida cabinet



