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On the Origin and Meaning of the Category
of “L#” in the Liji Yueji

Yi Wang*

Abstract

The category of “/i”” as it appears in the Yueji (Record of Music) chapter
of the Liji (Book of Rites) is of considerable significance. On the one hand,
the Liji Yueji contains the first instance of the word ‘/un/i’ in the history of
the category of “/i.” On the other hand, following Zhuangzi, it contains an
early use of the concept of “tianli” (principle of nature) and broadens this to
“tianli renyu” (principle of nature and human desires). From all meanings of
the character /i’ in the pre-Qin period, the Yueji inherited its aspects of
“internal property and operational pattern of all things and events,”
“consciousness of destiny and life,” and “ethics” (lunli). From a school
perspective, the Yueji blends the thought of the Confucian, Daoist and
Mohist schools, yet with Confucianism as its main framework. It moreover
builds a three-level tacit structure with /i as body (%), etiquette and music as
performance (xiang), and the practice of social traditions and customs as
function (yong). Moreover, the Yueji also generates close connections
between “/i” and other philosophical categories, thereby revealing the

intellectual context of the category of “/i”” in the pre-Qin period.

Keywords: Liji Yueji, category of “/i”, origin, meaning and significance

" Postdoctoral research, Fudan University.
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