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Which Nature Is Legitimate? The Dissolving and Reconstruction of Vege-
table Gardens along the Xin-Dian Riverfront

Heng-Ting HUANG
Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University
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Abstract

Since the 18th century, the Xindian riverfront has been used for
agricultural purposes, and during the early post-war period, a “strong
network” of vegetable gardens dominated the landscape. That network
dissolved due to urbanization and flood prevention projects, but lower-class
rural migrants continued to grow a “weak network™ of subsistence gardens
outside the main river embankment. These gardens are being targeted for
elimination as local government agencies make plans to use the space for
recreational purposes. The farmers have taken some actions in protest, but
they are clearly the weaker party in this disagreement, underscoring the idea
that riverside vegetable gardens are no longer perceived as legitimate uses of
riverfront spaces and wetlands. Instead, cultivators are being stigmatized for
using public space for inappropriate purposes. The new realities of waterfront
governance are imposing differentiated values upon different types of urban

natures, resulting in clear decisions regarding their inclusion or exclusion.

Keywords: waterfront agriculture, urban agriculture, urban nature, water

redevelopment
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