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On the Forms and Bases
of Political Authority in Guanzi

—A Research on “Quanxiu”

Szu-Hsuan Hung”

Abstract

The present study treats political authority as a “command-obedience”
relationship. This relationship appears in different “forms,” and each respective
form is underpinned by a certain “base.” The author targets the forms and bases
of political authority exposed in the chapter “Quanxiu” of Guanzi and finds
that morality and law are typical forms of authority. From a more detailed
analysis, the legal form is presented in the three distinctive dimensions:
legitimate authority, induced authority, and coercive authority. The author
further argues that the moral form has a mental base, whereas legal form is

based on economy and force.

Keywords: authority, morality, legitimacy, inducibility, coercibility

* Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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14 “Leditimate authority is a power relation in which the power holder possesses an acknowledged right
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