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The Confliction between “Emptiness” and “Qi”,
along with the Problem of Moral Practice:
A New Research on the Debate
between Confucianism and Buddhism
in Xiong Shili’s Thought

Yu-Zhong Li*

Abstact

Xiong Shili is one of the most influential and controversial philosophers
in the modern neo-Confucianism. The paper, starting from the controversial
topics haunted Xiong, tries to explore the practical base of morality behind
them. Firstly, we compare the “mind-condition” structure and the cosmological
structure and by this comparison a conflict hidden behind them is thus revealed
as between “emptiness” and “qi”. The former is what Xiong borrows from
Mahayana Buddhism, and the latter is derived from the Confucianism tradition
that Xiong especially appreciates. As a matter of fact, Xiong’s absorption of
the concept of “emptiness” leads to the resetting of the position of “qi” in
Confucianism, and the substantial experience supported by “qi” in turn has

influences on the formation of “emptiness” in Xiong’s thought. By holding

the tension between “emptiness” and “qi”, we can further reveal Xiong’s ethical

*  Graduate student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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choice between the “ren” of Confucianism and the “karuna” of Buddhism, by
which we are finally able to make tangible the profound moral concerns behind

Xiong’s turning from Buddhism to Confucianism.

Keywords: Xiong Shili, emptiness, qi, ren, karuna
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