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The Rise and Fall of General Wang Sheng
and His Liu Shao-kang Office: Twilight of
Authoritarianism in Taiwan, 1980-1983

Tsui-lien Chen’

Abstract

In 1980, President Chiang Ching-Kuo appointed Wang Sheng, director of the
Political Warfare Department of the Ministry of Defense, to preside over the Liu
Shao-kang Office, which coordinated policy toward Mainland China and political
control on the island. However, the Liu Shao-kang Office was suddenly abolished
in the spring of 1983 and Wang Sheng was sent away as ambassador to Paraguay,
thus excluded from the core of power in Taiwan. Why did Chiang Ching-kuo
appoint the hardliner Wang Sheng to this powerful position? And why did Wang
Sheng and his office experience such an abrupt rise and fall? Did Chiang Ching-
kuo indeed initiate Taiwan's democratization?

As an authoritarian ruler, Chiang Ching-kuo had exhausted various methods
in maintaining his regime yet still failed to resolve challenges from the Tang-
wai democratic movement. After the arrest of the Formosa magazine group, the
opposition movement actually grew stronger. The emergence of Wang Sheng and
the Liu Shao-kang Office at this juncture signified a last-ditch struggle by Chiang’s
ruling group in the final days of Taiwan’s authoritarian era.

Wang Sheng had behaved with increasing arrogance since the expansion of his
power in the 1970s. His control over the Liu Shao-kang Office caused even greater
uneasiness among his peers in the early 1980s. As Wang Sheng's domineering style
attracted more and more criticisms within the regime, it became an important factor

that led to Chiang Ching-kuo’s decision to remove him.

* Professor, Department of History, National Taiwan University
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This study illustrates the power dynamics within the ruling group toward the
end of authoritarian rule in Taiwan. An old and ailing dictator set the stage for a
fierce political struggle within the ruling group. Wang Sheng’s enhanced power
triggered competition and tension among the factions. Resistance from other
factions made it difficult for the Liu Shao-kang Office to operate smoothly. There
was also a rivalry between liberals and conservatives within the group. Some
party members and government officials were more pragmatic and reform-minded,
who saw Wang Sheng’s hardline views and methods as ineffective in handling the
internal and external challenges to the regime.

The United States government also began to pay greater attention to Taiwan’s
human rights condition and democratic development in the late 1970s. President
Chiang Ching-kuo had made commitments to the US on the democratization of
Taiwan. The rise of hardliners such as Wang Sheng and his oppression of human
rights clearly went against the expectations of the United States. More research is
still needed on the role of US government in the democratization of Taiwan.

Keywords: Chiang Ching-kuo, Wang Sheng, Liu Shao-kang Office, Authoritarianism
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David Dean, Unofficial Diplomacy: The American Institute in Taiwan: A Memoir (Bloomington,

Indiana: Xlibris, LLC, 2014), pp. 162-164, 173-178.
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