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Taichung Kokugo Denshusho and
Local Society in the Beginning Period
of Japanese Colonial Rule

Hsiu-mei Tsai

Abstract

At the beginning of Japanese colonial rule, the Kokugo Denshusho
(National Language Education Institutes) set up by the administration differed
in their methods of implementation and accomplished results in accordance
with geographical locations. It is therefore necessary and of great importance
to investigate the operations and societal interactions of individual Kokugo
Denshusho from the perspectives of local society. This research, based on
archival documents from the Taiwan Governor-General's Office, newspapers and
magazines, and memoirs of local elite from the period of 1896 to 1898, examines
the Taichung Kokugo Denshusho in its founding process, instructor-student ratio,
overview of teaching, student recruitment, local societal interaction, and the
influence of its graduates. The result of this study indicates that during the period
of its commencement, the Denshusho targeted areas in Taichung where literary
tradition was prominent and offered classes of 6 month to 1 year to the offspring
of local gentry, landlords and rich business people. Such a strategy, particularly
with the enrollment of juniors aged 15 to 30, had considerable success and quickly
gained support from the local society in Taichung. Not only qualified scholars but
also children of prominent gentry families became its students. At the Denshusho
these students were able to combine their solid foundation of Chinese language
with a quick acquisition of Japanese language, thus enabling them to communicate
with colonial officials upon graduation. Many graduates joined the stratum of
local leadership as government employees, instructors at public schools, and
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local representatives. As such they formed a close relationship with the colonial
rulers, facilitating the colonial rule and indirectly affecting the advancement of
Taichung's local society. However, from a long-term perspectives the graduates'
societal role was limited. Their post-graduation careers reflected a generation of
harsh constraints under the Japanese colonial rule. As modern Taiwanese education
system was gradually established, the Denshusho graduates’ advantages and values
in the early period were lost. Twenty years later, merely fifteen percent of them still
enjoyed prominent influence in the local society.

Keywords: Kokugo Denshusho (National Language Education Institutes),

Taichung Public School, Japanese language, Local elite
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