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Cross-town Armed Resistance
in Yun-Chia-Nan Region during the
February 28th Incident

Si-yi Li"

Abstract

In previous scholarship of the February 28th Incident, most analyses
have been focused on individual administrative areas. This article, however,
moves beyond those areas and argues that people from various regions armed
spontaneously and gathered in Chiayi with the aim of besieging strategic
airports. The cross-town resistance of armed citizens from Yunlin County (Z
tk &%), Chiayi City (% #& ), Tainan City (4 % 7 ) and Tainan County (& =
E%) besieged the airports of Shuishang (-k * ) and Huwei (% &) against the
Nationalist forces stationed there.

This article includes three major sections. The first section explains why
the airports became important targets. These airports played the crucial role as
communication hubs to outside areas. The armed citizens, moreover, attempted to
subdue the troops at the airports so as to prevent them from harming the populace.
The second section of this article demonstrates how Chiayi City was a valuable
mainstay in both the negotiations and the armed conflicts during this period. The
article indicates that citizens of Chiayi City used radio broadcasts to advocate their
causes and called on the people in surrounding areas to join the resistance. In
addition, because citizens besieged the Shuishang airport and confronted with the

troops garrisoned there, Chiayi became a vital center for the resistance movement.

Doctoral student, Department of History, National Taiwan Univesity
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The final section of this article suggests that a series of actions taken by the people
in the resistance—such as rapid response to emergency, quick assembling, efficient
teamwork, and flexible strategy—may be attributed to their wartime mobilization
during World War II. However, a sense of devotion to public duty and to group
honor among the Taiwanese may have been the most important motivating factors.
Such solidarity posed a major threat to the Nationalist Government during this

armed resistance.

Keywords: the February 28th Incident, the Yun-Chia-Nan region, military

conflict, armed resistance, public morality
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