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Diachronic Strata Analysis of
The Heteronym “MU(£E)” in the
Southern Min Dialect

Tu, Chia-Lun”

[Abstract]

“MU(%A” in the Southern Min dialect has five pronunciations which have
different meanings: bio2 used as the literary reading; bu2 which means mother; bo2
which means female animal or used as a noun suffix; bo2 which means female human;
and m2 which means the woman older than your mother. Multiple pronunciations of
“MU(£D” show the complicated diachronic strata of the Southern Min dialect. This
paper differentiates the historical phonological characteristics of the five pronunciations
and discusses when and where each pronunciation originated. The main conclusion is
that Sothern Min not only has the stratum that shows the close relationship of the rhyme
ZHI(2) and YOU(#%) of Chinese traditional phonology, but also keeps another stratum
that demonstrates the close relationship of the rhyme ZHI(2) and YU( ).

Keywords: MU(££), Southern Min dialect, diachronic strata
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