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Exploring Wang Fuzhi’s Notions of
Field and Body as Presented in
Chiang-chai wen-chi
Shih, Ying-Yo*

[Abstract]

Because Wang Fuzhi’s notion of field and body in Chiang-chai wen-chi not only
have not appeared in previous scholarly studies, but also because the notions of field
and body presented in articles such as "Chuan Shan Ji" are briefer than those in such
philosophical works as Zhang Zizheng Meng Zhu, and thus his views presented in the
Chiang-chai wen-chi are more like a natural expression of temperament, they deserve
close examination This article reveals how Wang Fuzhi thinks about human beings
through two different notions: the notion of “striving and hiding: the field and body

i)

viewed from the perspective of the ‘human’” and the notion of "stubbornness and

m

independence: the field and field viewed from the perspective of ‘qi’". The former
focuses on the moral subject, so the notion of field imbedded therein is that of the
humanistic society. And the discussion of the body focuses on the relationship between
the moral subject and objective reality. The latter focuses on "the body is born intact
and then dies intact." Therefore, the field is the unity of heaven and earth. The body
refers to the physical body defined by qi, including both the moral subject and its
physical form. On the whole, the interpretation and development of the notion of field
and the body can not only provide another research perspective on Wang Fuzhi, but also
describe how he re-emphasizes objectivity and links his core ideas on this basis,
including qi, Humanity, shi-zhong, and principle. This will help us understand the

intellectual currents that defined the Ming-Qing transition.

Keywords: Wang Fuzhi, body, Baodu, field, Chiang-chai wen-chi
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