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Light and Dark Amid the Earthly Fire:
On Huang Zongxi’s Hope
Yang, Rur-Bin*

[Abstract]

The Ming-Qing transition during the seventeenth century was an exceptional
historical period, one that inherited Neo-Confucianism trends [in Chinese intellectual
life] that came before it, while also serving as a catalyst for modern Chinese culture in
the early 20th century. Huang Zongxi, a student of Liu Tongzhou, is one of
representative figures from this time period. Liu and Huang are two different kinds of
intellectual paragons. Liu was a representative of the orthodox study of the heart-mind,
while Huang can be classified as being part of the the "third current" of
Neo-Confucianism, which concerned itself with the study of Qi (energy, force). Along
with scholars Wang Fuzhi, Fang Yizhe, and Lii Liuliang, Huang pushed scholarship of
his era into new directions. Indeed, the scholarship of these four intellectuals can be
understood as providing the first sounding notes of Chinese modernity. In his
masterwork Waiting for the Dawn: A Plan for the Prince (Ming Yi Daifang Lu), Huang
provided a critique of the political authoritarianism that had defined Chinese political
life since Qin-Han times, providing a critical re-thinking of such core concepts as the
prince, minister, law, and schools. He also provided a discourse on emotion that
centered around inheriting and nurturing moral conscience, providing an important
rethinking of the ontological meaning of emotion. Huang Zongxi's scholarship had
tremendous influence on intellectual trends in the late Qing and early Republican
periods, emerging as one of the fundamental dimensions of a syncretic Chinese

modernity [envisioned during that time] which combined Sino and Western resources.

Keywords: Huang Zongxi, Moral Conscience, Waiting for the Dawn: A Plan for the

Prince, Teachings on Emotion, Syncretic Modernity
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