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On Hung Yao-Shun’s Conception
of “Absolute Dialectics of Alethiology”

Wen-Hong Huang®

Abstract

Hung Yao-Shun (1903-1986), one of the major Taiwanese philosophers
in the Japanese ruled period, whose research deserves more attention today.
My intention in this paper is twofold: First, to clarify some basic concepts of
his “absolute dialectics of alethiological dialectics”, and secondly to indicate
some possible developments of his logic. The paper is divided into five
sections. After a brief introduction to the leading question of my paper
(section one), I focus on his main philosophical work “Being and Truth - A
Study of Schalwa Nuzubidse’s Alethiology” published in April 1938 (totally
145 pages). Nuzubidse attempts to explicate the traditional metaphysics as an
aletheological realism, aiming at the disclosure of the truth-in-itself. Some of
the basic concepts of Nuzubidse’s alethiology and Hung’s interpretation are
discussed here (sections two, three, four). Through these discussions, we can
see that Hung goes deeply into the core of Nuzubidse’s alethiology and
radicalizes his alethiological realism step by step to an “Absolute Dialectics
of Alethiology”. Finally, Hung’s critique on Nuzubidse is discussed in the

last section (section five). Hung’s project remains an unfinished ideal, which
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makes some of his creative thoughts still obscure. By explicating his
concepts and reinforcing his arguments, some of the possible contributions
and new perspectives that Hung provided to philosophy will be expounded in

this section.

Keywords: Taiwanese philosophy, Hung Yao-Shun, Schalwa Nuzubidse,
alethiology, dialectics
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