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A Cultural Political Analysis of “Melody”
Films under Hu Jintao

You-chin Lin

(Ph.D. Student, Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies,
National Chengchi University)

Abstract

Along with commercialization of the Chinese media in the 1990s,
Chinese Communist Party officials gradually put an emphasis on
propaganda and ideological work to promote the importance of
“melody” as a symbol of mainstream CCP ideology. Ever since the
coming to power of the fourth generation leader, Hu lJintao, the
number of “melody” films has grown significantly. They are extensively
used in movies, TV episodes and documentaries. “Melody” films not
only win approval from the public, but also show strong commercial
implications. This article analyzes “Melody” films during Hu’s period

of office, and their cultural political motives and purposes.

Keywords: Mainstream Film and Theater, Melody, Cultural Politics,
Soft Power, Ideology
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