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Beijing's Views on the Status of the Republic
of China: A Preliminary Study

Chong-hai Shaw

(Professor and Director, Graduate Institute of Chinese Studies,
Dean, Social Science College, Chinese Culture University)

Abstract

Regarding Taiwan's political status, Beijing has emphasized that
engaging in political negotiations with Taiwan would not amount to
a “central-local relationship”. However, it has never clarified what
kind of relationship it would be. It is not until Hu's “special poalitical
relationship before reunification” announcement on December 31, 2008
that a new representation of Taiwan's political status was established.
What exactly the “special political relationship” prior to Cross-Strait
reunification may refer to provides another motive for the author to
work on this research. This paper thus aims to pursue two research
goals: (1) To affirm that, to some extent, Beijing is working on the
fact of the existence of the ROC; and (2) To confirm Beijing's position
that the ROC should be assigned a “government” status as is the case
with the PRC under the “One-China Principle”.

Keywords: Hu Jintao, Beijing’'s Taiwan Policy, Cross-Strait Relations,
Cross-Strait Political Issues, De facto Status of the
Republic of China
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