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Military? Politics? Reflections on the Critiques
of “Porcupine Strategy”

Shih-yueh Yang

(Assistant Professor, Department of International Studies,
Nan-hua University)

Abstract

“Porcupine Strategy,” proposed by Murray’s article “Revisiting
Taiwan’s Defense Strategy,” is condemned as sacrificing military
professions for political considerations. Nonetheless, the contrary
is true. Military tools are linked to the political objectives. Under
the current political climate, invasion is more threatening than
coercion; countering the missile threat aggressively is also infeasible
and unacceptable. In addition, air superiority is important but not
requisite to a successful defense; “Porcupine Strategy” does not
equal to inland battles; current strategy is not contributive to air
defense; and the strong desire of deterrence is an over-extension
of active tactics. In facts, either conscious or unconscious, critiques
of “Porcupine Strategy” are largely bureaucratic, reflecting the

parochial interests of certain groups.

Keywords: Porcupine Strategy, Defense Policy, Deterrence, Arms

Acquisition, Parochial Interests
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