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The Effect of Probability and Non-Probability
Sampling on Survey Result
—— Using Support Rating of Candidates’ Polls of
Taiwanese Presidential Election in 2004 as an Example

Wen-Ching Chu*

ABSTRACT

As to the sampling scheme of telephone interview, the popu-
lar methods are noselecting and within-household respondent
selecting. The former belongs to a kind of the non-probability
sampling, the later the probability sampling. Most studies of
related fields modify the shortage of non-probability sampling in
noselecting method and adapt its’ sample frame. However, these
studies neglect the inconsistency caused by different sampling
methods. By checking polls of Taiwanese presidential election in
2004, this paper contrasts the survey results of noselecting and
within-household respondent selecting, focusing on candidates’
support ratings and leading tendency. By analyzing the interrela-
tion, this study reveals inconsistency in 7 out of 18 strata. It indi-
cates that noselecting method causes an effect of inflation in
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“current position” bias toward Chen-Lu pair, while within-
household respondent selecting has an opposite effect. This re-
search concludes different sampling methods do have impact on
survey results.

Key Word: support rating, noselecting, within-household respon-
dent selecting, probability sampling, non-probability
sampling, sample frame
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