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ABSTRACT

This study utilized the household and individual question-
naires to compare the status of sampled individuals “registered”
with the “actual staying” addresses. We further explored the dis-
tance between the registered and the actual living places of those
who did not stay the registered places. There were two aims of
this study. The first aim was to compare the demographic char-
acteristics, economic status, health status, health behaviors, and
the utilization of health care systems of those who migrated with
the stayed. The second aim was to compare the household compo-
sition, marriage status and education levels between the self-
reported and the household registry data. We defined the stayers
as those who stayed where they registered, and the movers were
those who stayed in addresses different from the registered per-
manently. Results showed that most of those “did not registered,
but stayed” occurred in big cities. Those with current addresses
different from the registered stayed close to the registered ad-
dresses. The movers were different from the stayers in age, edu-
cation levels, urbanization of the current location, marital status,
language used in the interview, income, occupation, self-
perceived health, with/without hypertension, diabetes, hyper-
lipidemia, smoking status, chewing betel nuts, and preference of
medical care. The results were consistent with those of 1990 Tai-
wan National Health interview Survey. That implied that
movers could affect the representative of the sample. The con-
sistency between self-reported and registered marital status was
very good, 96.7% agreed, whereas the consistency of education
levels was not ideal, 79.29% agreed.

Key Word: National Health Interview Survey, Household
Registry, Movers, Stayers
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