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1."Chen Elected President," Taiwan News, March 19, 2000.
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An Analysis of Mr. Chen Shui-bian's "China
Policy" During the Presidential Campaign

Hsin-li Chiang

(Director of Institute for Interdisciplinary
Studies at National Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract

Democratic Progressive Party's presidential candidate, Mr.
Chen Shui-bian, was elected the President of the Republic of
China on March 18, 2000. During the transition period, Mainland
China will watch closely the president-elect Mr. Chen's orientation
toward cross-strait relations. Mr. Chen softened his stance on
independence during the presidential campaign, saying he would
only call a referendum if Mainland China should attack Taiwan.
In his China Policy White Paper, Mr. Chen declared that he would
improve the strained relations with Mainland China and that
maintain peace across the Taiwan Strait. Mr. Chen said that he
would carry out full and constructive talks with Mainland China.
"If 'one China' is not a prerequisite for talks, then it can be a
topic for cross-strait talks,” emphasized Mr. Chen. He even
suggested that under the premises of national security and national
interest, he would negotiate a peace agreement and end the ban
on direct transportation, postal, and trade barrier. In addition, Mr.
Chen reiterated that Taiwan would never accept the Mainland
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China's "one China" principle or "one country, two systems"
formula as a solution to cross-strait disputes. On the other hand,
Mainland Chinese leaders remain highly skeptical about Mr. Chen
on account that his party is inclined toward independence for
Taiwan. Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji for one stressed that Beijing
would never negotiate with parties that advocate independence for
the island.

Only when Beijing displays new-thinking toward Taiwan would
both sides pursue peace across the Taiwan Strait.








