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On the Names, Development, Origin,
and Improvement of the
Flipping-Plucking Opera

Yang, Fu-Ling"

[Abstract]

The flipping-plucking opera was introduced to Taiwan by immigrants from
southern Fujian in late Ming and early Qing dynasties, so it has the characteristics of
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou’s flipping-plucking and the Liyuan opera. This article
attempts to clarify the unresolved issues in the academic world relating to the
flipping-plucking by citing literary and historical materials, and information gathered
through field research. First, it sorts out the development of the flipping-plucking opera
in modern Taiwan and China to clear up questions of definition. The comparison
between the flipping-plucking opera of Taiwan and China reveals the historical
significance and cultural value of that in Taiwan. Second, it explains the many names of
the flipping-plucking opera in folk culture and the academic world, including

LR I3

“flipping-plucking,” “flipping-plucking performance,” “performing flipping-plucking,”
and “flipping-plucking parade,” whose meanings need to be further clarified. Third, it
examines the historically doubtful origin of the flipping-plucking opera and investigates
its origin and formation from the perspective of the flipping-plucking’s names, music
pieces, performance style, performance repertoire, and development path. Finally, it
discusses the context of the flipping-plucking opera in Taiwan and explores the
phenomenon that the folk parade troupes derived from the flipping-plucking opera. The
discussion involves the types of the flipping-plucking opera’s music pieces and the

parade performance, which is closely related to the flipping-plucking.

Keywords: small-scale opera, flipping-plucking performance, performing

flipping-plucking, flipping-plucking parade, flipping-plucking opera
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