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A Feasible Mechanism for Regional Agriculture in Taiwan:
Research in the Yun-Cha-Nan Context

I Han*, Min-Hsien Yang**

ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the policy positioning of regional
agriculture and feasible execution mechanisms for a long-term sustain-
able approach in the context of agricultural development in the Yun-
Cha-Nan region in Taiwan. This research defines regional agriculture
as “an integration of natural and human resources by geographic prox-
imity, where clustered agricultural activities are connected to gain com-
petitive advantages against other regions.” Regionalization of agricul-
ture facilitates utilization and sharing of local agricultural resources,
minimizes within- and cross-region transaction costs, and establishes
regional agricultural reputations as an identity. By using both qualita-
tive fieldwork and quantitative survey approaches, we interviewed 24
(agri-)businesses and collected 250 farmer-survey samples to formulate
our arguments. A two-way, top-down and bottom-up approach should
be the ideal mechanism for regional agriculture. The top authority
level of the central government should focus on information platforms,
standardization, and national land planning in the agricultural sector.
Regional offices as suggested should play roles in communication and
coordination across central-local and local-local governments as well
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%3 Professor, Dept. of International Trade, Feng Chia University.
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as within the region. Local government should conduct security inspec-
tions and search for common regional interests. The middle market
level of agribusinesses execute daily security inspections, connect
value-added activities, and integrate inter-disciplinary technology and
marketing. The bottom level of farmers should maximize scale econ-
omies through organizing and branding across local-bounded territo-
ries. It is highly recommended that our policy maker choose the most
feasible and powerful steps to leverage resources for the benefit of
agribusiness and organized farmers.

Keywords: regional agriculture, feasible mechanism, Yun-Cha-Nan
region
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