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On the Split of Chi-Chen FEE. from Wei-Wen 3
in the Old Chinese Riming Categories

Yu-chun Lung
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The contrasts of chi fi§ vs. wei i and chen B vs. wen X respectively in the Old
Chinese riming categories have long been acknowledged, yet the boundaries between each
pair still remain uncertain. This paper proposes that the crucial feature that characterizes the
contrast is [tround], a structural feature that eventually caused the split of chi-chen 5E
from wei-wen f§{3. Arguments, as well as the recognition of the sound symbols of the

riming categories involved, are presented.

Keywords: Old Chinese riming categories, round, chi Bg§ vs. wei £, chen EH vs. wen

3z, split
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