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DIRHEGEE RS BRI » T
RIEZCEREE R ( American Association
for the Advancement of Science, [AAAS], 1990;
National Research Council, [NRC], 1996 ) »

HH SRR IR ~ BH - mb&rNIERs

ZTEIRAER A AL - WREER A BT it A Y
EAR TR RANIGRRE - DA B LR R RE A )
BrEFEE )T - BE EIRIEAE T DL H TR
TERYERRE - 5 REER AR RS R A
TTHIEI R R T 5 - R rRIl T IR AR 22
—FE —iit® (STS) ZHRIEATR (Bybee,
1993 ) 2 E+5H (Kolste, 2001b; Patronis,
Potari & Spiliotopoulou, 1999; FAffEE, 2004a ) »
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2 R AT AT HERARE - ERE
BIVBCEEMIBE A ERRRE - FER GBI
fERLEA It A g ~ BHEREE - FOR
PRAERM - EUE AR R
R A B AIET AL B H RE T IR AR
R o TBUF—ERRRE N B AR A R
BRI EH AR - KRR
Bt @y A BRI TRY R BRI ECER HAR - 78
FHERLEE T AR S R i S
A6 TR R S - (ERERERY
HfgER A - DIZESIEA "I EFER
FRIMRTRE | ANESARRET) (BCEHD, 2003) -

2] A SR B SR Y AH A SRR S 5
1 BIEREEREA 2 BRI S A
R - tERE A SRR RS CERRE TR 2
HIEAE I - SRR A SR A
FRFFIERYEE - BIASC P ARG -
WSEEEIRRET » $E A R n B IS AR
FH2EE Y BLER ~ REEEFTZUEE (McComas,
Clough & Almazroa, 1998; Songer & Linn,
1991; Tsai, 1998) » MiREZERE » REREE H
HREJ IR AT A E R - AR
T H BT P A R sk 2 )] (Abd-El-Khalick,
2003; Driver, Leach, Millar & Scott, 1996 ) - J}
Bl » BB R AT RER Ry i B8 A ERY
FrHRR SR RSB R E A - A
Driver %A (1996) SCHRfflt " ¥R
fEAMETRERPEE ARG - BT R R
FHHEABRIE . (p.18) » BB
i LR H R AR R 2 AR R -

GRGREIEGE(E S (epistemological
belief) Z 32 (#41 : Kuhn, 1992; Schommer-
Aikins & Hutter, 2002; Tsai, 1999 ) #§H - &
AERARABERE e g BN
SRR - Rt T FI Ty - —1
AR N - SELDECEARRRES
HIFRIFE » WA 2 e BB AR A

BE L MY - W RNER T AN e E R AT
s AMERR R R RS iR
R I I ELHEFI M - WREE 2 T A 43
MRy Fam s o DIEE R Lr B2
AT A R FEH RN - 2 EES
B AR T H AL A BB R R
(Evans, 1998; ZI35%E, 1998 ) - AL
AT M B i T R s A A EHR BB R
A R A PR fog P+ i SR Y B IR R
R BRI ARBEREEER - FltryRE
HE SR - TR R ACE PR B it
FH2 RN & LR R EE N EEH
KR+ M BRIAT R o T BRI -

AN FE 1 B H AR o A B A L ER R
By B AR S FI B < R B
% - FEERRIRF S SR RE: — e 4
R $#8 Schommer-Aikins F1 Hutter F ikt

(2002) - SEEE RIS E A S FEHE YR
A HUL R B RN RN M Y BURL R
BN KT RERHE B3 R R B 2R R
HEEEERRE & SE B0 FIER - AHEA 95 e g,
Hofer, 2000; Schommer-Aikins & Hutter,
2002) fEHERBGXERT REE I
Ah - IR TT & (2001) AyRfsEHh
PRET IR TR 24 St & MR SRy
Pra R =0 B8 L R o B A A I
EHAR - Kk - ARFFEoREE 1 T
B RIVKELZ SRR IE R T
HR2ES  mERENELRI R EBES
BRI S E A B E AT AR o SRR
SRnT LR A A SRS AL R L M
BARIE B 2% » LAt - AIHERS & E
PR S A 8 A St B U R B B E » EREY
B 22 AR 1y SR B AT B 558 R DL R B Rt
BRI B - WEFTAS SR T TR
B R ERE AR T E AR AR S A
Btk e
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— - RIEBTER

BRI te AR R AIER A R TR A
BREEE B - R - EREARTE
BATERAG - FEERVR BERS FAEE
LU il A PR SHE ~ it 2~ FIL L BRERAERS -
AR R0 38R B (B e B 38 SRR
A BEEEPNREAE A& A g
Lt er B a o Rl B B R eA Y i B
f8{H (2B Abd-El-Khalick & Lederman,
2000 ) o E AT B R R AR A e R 1
R R » SRR AE I ERY (ten-
tative ) ~ HAARMUEZRAY (historic) ~ HKI[F
SEIMAEE)NY (contextual ) » i HRF R Ky
NIHFF 2 SRAGERZEFH—FE (Abd-El-Khalick
& Lederman, 2000) » gt 2 pE B HA FEAR
1785 » A0V ~ ik ~ Uk~ FHERRA
PR SRSy - Rt MERE A A H)
BH{#% - McComas F[1 Olsen (1998) EEPHERE
FARE BRI IREE - BB T
G ks BRI H AR - ZREIRREER AR
HERY R RERBNHEHEL
— o R AENEE BTS2 BRI A
Ak s PR I IRt - o LB SRS REIER ALY
FREPTRE] -

e B R IR R AIER A L Ry
¥ » McComas F1 Olsen (1998) 4347/ \ 47>
P E TR - F1IHY 14 TEEFE
Abd-El-Khalick » Bell f1 Lederman (1998 )
RS T -CIERE A E A - AHRRIRSEEE
BRI ARG 2 u R
FHRBHE FIFR R e I (] B R B 52 B AN [

(Duell & Schommer-Aikins, 2001 ) » [KlitH
NELG R 26 TT I IR SRR - Tsai HY
—RYIWFFEHFEEE (1998, 1999a, 2002 ) #i
BRI w1 A SERTER HEIRE

52T H (Tsai & Liu, 2005) B[S 158 A
HI[A] :
1L RPEAERAEF 4 (Changing and tenta
tive, CT) : BIERHGRGEE I EEN
BHAH SRR E TR RRm e -
WAL EA RIREAAHEE M -
2. BRI (Invented and creative,
IC) : BIEE NS - BIEAIEASH
ERBIC A ENEHEHE - e ABGH
FAEGT TRIRIE TR E ARB G » W%
BH—ETHHIRHE - BEASHRES AR
HEEME TS -
3BT EREIVE M KIETE (Theory-laden,
TL) : RIS EZIMmIwE - 1
S 2 BB R e R i B (B
B~ DT ~ BEmEERE - MRk
F o
4.t ettt (Social negotiation, SN) :
BEEEFNE S E BB R MR e ~ 38
Ve am SR Fr 7Ry - maigE
FUREARIEE T » B2 M EA AT
BRI -
5.3t 25 (Cultural impacts, CU)
BIEZ 2t & ~ Bus ~ &% - SUErifE
HEEE MRt R S g -
DA Se s 7R ARy
W% » Hrh B REERR & S R B R
EHA 2 FN P8 7 U b B R R B A 1T
& EEmmrEET e R EE - Z2HHE
A S T R R P TR EE Y R R I oy
B » BT 5E (worldviews )
Bl TR IEAE AT REAE AR AU fET S - B4R
BEEN R B HSHIT (Liu & Lederman,
2002; Ogawa, 1986 ) °

PRET R B AR 030 E SR s E R 2
FHEGUEREIG B - RimbFses R alg s
B - ARYBB A S 2R LB TR AR
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Gy ¥ 32 HIGB BT RF 7% (Jehng, Johnson &
Anderson, 1993; Paulsen & Wells, 1998) » Tfij
Schommer( 1993 )AifF5ERI| EIRAH S AURE SR -
T8 SEMFS R — I HIERAVEEER B % o EHE
BH2AERAE - BINS2EYAE) (2002b)
EFFHIRIEE R AT sE R FE T - BIHSAERY
FHEEABEM S LGSR - SERR(E 2 TRE
ESVIIES == TR ) I E 2 e NE T a3 GO
It H A ( Abd-El-Khalick & Lederman,
2000; Hofer, 2000 ) » [KIFLFEIERIE2AEEANE
ST e 53 I B A PR

= R RS IR

1970 X STS BRI ERIERHERIER
FHR ~ BEEEA R AT & - WT 2412
i STSE (BHE-H-it&—ER5E) #05 » 3%
Rzt E ~ Ut~ Bus ~ BRIEAVAE R
SR - amaRE A~ TSR S SRR
FHERVEZE (Pedretti, 1999) o ARSZHTER
FHR It SRR RRRE 3 - FEERAVkEE STS
K M RE IR W ELLL R B BT
FIBTANIE E R RE R - B4 Al{ET 2
PR I 5 MR S TR - AERI
T~ NSFEREIE RS/ - AR
RBHE (5) BlitgrZ IRIBRLR » MEREEAIFE
R FNRRAET T (E B AN BT AR 2 - BT
B e R MR

L RS2 BIRBRYIN A HGRE - e
BRI R LA - T
K28

2 E R FEER FIETIR - TRy ER
e~ 2ot > HAEEEIR AT

3EEEWEANAETLLE - (EAIERT

EE A E AR EEBRES (Wessel,

1980) -

Millar (1997) thisHAErt SRR

RN B AR R Y )

RZ I8 - W R AT PR IR E R A
e - KR EHERE EASR © SN
REEGERAR AT DU T AT 2 BR R - DUERE
IR R JE X A AR B A TG ~ R
BB TE ~ I SRR R PTG
HFeak (PRREE, 2004a) o ARIBFTSEERAVIT
ARSI - DUt SRR Ry N E
TFER B ERRER « T T EREE R
AE RGP B E PR N TR E
SRIEZZE (410 © Grace & Ratcliffe, 2002; Hogan,
2002; Jimenez-Aleixandre & Pereiro-Munoz, 2002;
Patronis, Potari & Spiliotopoulou, 1999; FAtE ¢,
2004b ) ; BREMEEELIES - A0ESEIVE)
Yy #E ( Zeidler, Walker, Ackett & Simmon,
2002 ) ; ZERMEERIERTE - 206ERBAZE A
RIFHESE - BAAEMIE (40 : Ratcliffe, 1997;
Sadler, Chambers & Zeidler, 2004; Yang &
Anderson, 2003; $%[E), 2002a) ; EHEEEAR 4
VIR ECA R AR B EE M (Bell &
Lederman, 2003; Sadler & Zeidler, 2004 ) -
rh DGE I BRIRERE - RS RS BRIG AR R
RBIENH SR T SR
RERER L 28 - AIHTERR 2 UGRS3
REN AR BRI BRI s - I SRR
MBS A IR A R - BEt T Iy B R
g o

B BalEsR - iter R By
FlE - HEREL TR EE, o AR
e i e BB T S5 - R T
PR TEEAL - B IRIEER TR REAH A AR
& BIEEEERAN - RIERZR REEAE ]
RERBHE A EREESIE (Bell & Lederman,
2003; Jimenez-Aleixandre & Pereiro-Munoz,
2002) - {£ Kolste (2001a) FYRFZEH - DL "5
R EE IR VL T B N B I A RN o
Ao - PRI ER 2 - 1R
NERRE NN SAHBAE AT SAE » o3 ksl
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FEAEAY ¢ (1) Rz B A BRI AR R
() BFRE NI BRI L TR - BEE A
ik ~ BIEFEHEAREES ¢ QST EEE
BRATRERR » Wi H R I RIERE S, 5 (4)
HERIEEETHH, - BE & r
TERY R ~ P2 BLRIRAIERAGR ~ BIELE S
17~ MERHRE T -

Schommer-Aikins A1 Hutter (2002 ) £&5}
o E AT M B NIRRT - 3%
TF5E 53 BT 52 I35 2 A P LA S H R
PE MR BT FE R E A HE A R E R
G RHZUBIEL - AN - B
ZEAMME « FEAREE S - B
DL A AR A SRFEREST - #ERIL
Fir FHRVERRET PR - HERART R—Hisry
ok B PR PR E 2 - BTN
”AARTEREER A T A2 A5 B A HEA R
HFRFE » R AR T 2% - BN
Kolsto (2001a) FY%EAY » H2E " XEAIZEPU%E
RIFF G AL A EE ) -

« BEE B SR B R 4
RAR 5

P03 B B 5 RE PR K BT A AT i /Y
Schommer-Aikins {1 Hutter (2002) FJRFSEEL
TR BRI R R E R RE SR 2 o0
HLEE R R AR - AR PR
B} 224 B Al RE P B RV B 4R & Sadler

(2002) fESCRRAArAr i - AR DRIE
BRI AY EE WA A T IEERIER < (1)
Firs | Rk @ AR R R EE IR B 5 5 (2)
BHEEAREER G AERFEBIRAS S (4)
R R SRR o bl PRI SR AR
Friksl - BFR RS AR R A
B2 - Tsai( 1999b ) LA K Yager F1 Lutz

(1995) ZEhf9eal R ErT STS Z& - thik
& DR R Bt & @A A s

B~ Rl ~ o mHE I S BRI - AT DU
ERRIEAR B ER FEEEELS F|
AR EAVEIRG ; Tsai (1999a) AU
8 AR SR PR R AR B R A AR
FREIE S - A aE E R AR S
al e FI R cHESS (condi-tional infe-rential
reasoning ) HYEHEFEEE

KR Dk & R R A R
B FREAINSE (e.g., Grace & Ratcliffe, 2002;
Yang & Anderson, 2003 ) » S {EFREA R
e am B E S SR AR AN - A e ER A ¥
e e A 1 IR e DL s F B FE B R 5 =K e
Zeidler A (2002) HIMFCE AT ER
FRERER ARG - HWERERZEH - %
AERE SRR it e s UL E R
HELHREERIERRE | BRAZHER
RERIER AR SR EEIANEERY (proven) »
P LA R R AN AR B 2 BUE A A
AR © SRIT » FEEZIerh AT 2B FREEH
BRI A EMIRTR - EREE D BIERE
R HERS SRR SE B AT N o
M o

DA B 53 A e SORk A e HRH R 20 A Bl
AR PRI R TR A B RS » AR IS
ARG R IR R FI S - B
TS IE T AR 5 A A kS BRI B oS
HEGm W T < IR R o BLAh - E Bell
Lederman( 2003 )1\ 5z Sadler 1 Zeidler( 2004 )
HIWFFEhAIEEEL - BIEAE S A2
SR N\ EERE P - MR R A
PR R HER B 7 2 A R
[l > HES AR E PERE R ~ PR 2
&~ MIEERESFERR - Il FENVEE
T (authenticity ) FIYT] 514 th n] gEME 211 %
HI AR » DA S DAY MR 77 =05 | HY
AR PR ER (B S e s E P4 L AT i Y 52

T
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2 - M7 ERYHERERE

AWTFEEAEIRRS R — AR R &
Bt e RN A B Rz - BLSERTTSE
ANEE - ARFZEE A FERFE T E el
FHEFHBINGRE DGR DS - RS
FEEFTA AT - DL i R A
FRIVRE - KL > AWTFeiRES 2B SR
HIERF IR EAER - B ERET |
RS FEEHR - AN - ABTTER
AE 1R R R S AE NI
SR EEERAE - DURSIH AR
e -

L T REJEE TR R RBAE PR

skt 1 H AN 2

2 R TR s C AR R

ERRRERTRER  BEREE ~ AR

AR ?

3.5 RN R R L M

frf Rl 2

= AR
— HRHR

ENGIEA LR INES PN Sl B e )
4 ZRSHISERGR TR - EE KA
B A FTRFRAURLR - SIS
P Al e — B KRB - iR SEE HUS
ARV AT - BGE R R 22
A B BRI - & = AL EIER AR SN
BHECR AR - FLBE R AYERAE th BT 52
AR R - JEET 127 7524 (354 42
A 242 85 N ) HERSE R R IEE -
RIBEHE PR ER > BELETER
BRREAEYRE - B BABRREE
FHEBRLRIVEL > 5 56 A (44%) 5 JF
B THR2EUREE 5630 XWmFER

H 71 A (56%) -
R 1 =

Wrse THE MRS - Bk "B
BB o RIS R — 2ot hi 2 B
PAE R T H » PrikEn I EREE A T
AIFESCRREET R Rl - ERAVFR 2R
YEBSERTAIISE (Tsai & Liu, 2005 ) » %HfF5%
TERE G Rym A4 o AR TE A A S R K8
4 KRR 35 ERERGE 410 ALK
4 BRI AR ER A 25 RE (% —) »
Sl RsBldtEmEm (IC) 7 - BERiREBTE

(TL) =/ ~ it (CT) = ~ it g
FaME (SN) B ~ bz (CU) L -
4 g% Cronbach alpha {R¥(kE 0.72 (RER
PRI TR 0.55 F 0.75 (2]

B RER T RS ) AR
Tl B TR - HIVRIER
I ERHEOE R & 3 L S R B B R
SHIETER (Ffsk—) - RIGERET a2k
PERI TR - ERMEEREZSE Sadler 55
A (2004) F1 Bell fI Lederman (2003) &
W5 » DL T 2Bkl , Ry - BRI
Ei#MEEE Sadler FE A (2004) FYRTHS - H1J7
MmERE T TSI - T NEEE
B THEEE AR ) F A OERRE -
Bl ARE AR R A T R ¥ E
IRCEAGR (ZEFIZEEE, 2006) - #f7
MBI R T Z BRI B
DURAHRAE RIS B - FasE B s R e
AN Z IR - ()FEREE SR 7 B 3m BRI E e
WELCEARE - HEEMHTEE  QFEN
BRI O EE— AR RHIREHIKAE 5 3) e
HYER A A A — 8 Te 2R AR B &
i — i A B EER AT B RIBORRIA] R
HIBANEFRE - BRI ME R E R A
AR - S HREREN AR BT = 24,
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E=A\ER G - R R~ — TSR
S—HERHE - WERATE S eSS —B
HEHERREFEEREE - AR EER A
B — TEFSE RS TEFSER R IE
AR - FE-EAEEEEE - BRE
M BRI BRI R E AN E
AR A E R S R SR AR R mE
([FAEEE 80% DL b)) B " ElliE | &%
o RS NA RS e LR, AT &
BRIE(L ) SR - RS E =8I
ARTRE - bR T 3RSl P R I3540
gL FER A B IR ER P RYEHUE RIS &Y
HEG -

= ERIERSR

SRR —FT AR — IR R 50
MR T RHEREIERR A o MRS EZ R
HE T BREEERAERTE | o HLERYTERAD 323
FFESR SRR RSN
2 AR F BT R FEEA OB F R
LS

TRIEEEIERTE ) PTREREIRERL » Ry
1 2] 5 5a98UE - &SRS RS 1557
HEEFR BB (BilngtE s
1Y) BHEEEEE - iz B BRI AER
By (BB B 2 ) BIERIRET -
"ERIERENE ) WEFINEEE
K BRI A 52 H0R Dt s
R FRERINISE » LUK Kolste (2001a) FREE
E R B 5E % « Schommer-Aikins I Hutter
(2002 ) ZH#EFIMEEHE R~ Sadler A
(2004) BHEEILFASEISESORER »
VEE RSB MBS - NLUE 280
B FHREMAHE RIS RS
I5EE TR R E R E A TR - DN E
KB HTRIERENE © 855 - ERELIRECE
ZAHTHRE ~ EEAERCER T AR AL A

AR > AR B T AT B S
BRI - B TS A LB RS
R METRFOEEEEE 85% - finaE
SRS B atny o 2R - HERAIEHGRN
FRERRAMERANET © ST TSR E A
ASER R LIRS - AR ERER,
MEERAIERER BET 2T - Rl
[FEER RAERH R AR e
HAER BRI ITRER BN E FE
LIRS EIRRE -

- MARERETR

F R 20 R E A 2R = (TR -
(DAFIRRRT st AR L
HIANE 7 (2)i8 LE A fERRE 8 FIETATER
BB S R AR ? Q) HBMRZREIE
B E AT AR 2 DU s =R
EEAITIEEEA -

— BEREREETER

TREEREERN S ) 'R T
BE o Sl s A SRR ARG (IC)
BlEmicsgtE (TL) ~ e (CT) ~ nh&rish
ARTE (SN) ~ SUbsg%im (CU) ZERFIERIIE
fig - % 1 ERBRALESAE ERSEE -
BRI S - SAAEERMENEE R L
SRR o AR PEI(ER AR - JEET
PHYSAEAE b8 (CU) WA B3
SR TR (1=2.25,p<.05) Ik
TR - JEE RN R RE R 2 B
Berszsint Gt E ) WRIEAEHE -
Jeal e R B TR A AR R T -
FTE BN R R SR CASE DU &
WA % - FER LSRR A3 T IR
PEREANRIGRR A I - A ZEER 2703
YRR SR R R i LB A RO RS SR Al 28
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£ 1+ RSB SRR A A RERR

TR TR

PR R (n=71) (n=156)

= eSS == REHERE S EE t{H
BIF&ME(IC) 4.14 0.49 4.09 0.42 0.05 0.72
PHEACIEIE(TL) 4.00 0.51 3.87 0.48 0.13 143
HIEE(CT) 4.10 0.46 4.15 0.56 -0.05 0.54
it FRE(SN) 3.69 0.47 3.79 0.46 -0.10 1.13
XALEE(CU) 3.84 0.41 3.67 0.44 0.17 2.25%
HEERIT) 3.95 0.25 391 0.28 0.04 0.91
*p<.05
B FEHTRBEAERER SR 5.

BHEE SR IEE TREERA: - KO » JEEEBET
A EREER 2t @ AL B M | - R
HiLEEE T REERALT - HAMGET ERSEME: -
thighsg » fEARE B A e E A
FHE L Fra i < BHEAY A SUE T - Him
EEXE{L Jehng 2 A (1993 ) B Paulsen Fl1 Wells

(1998 ) HIBSE » MRS St 22
RIS LB TRV AR 5 B i e Rk
EME - RIMReEEf T LR - ARy
EZIv i

— - BASEHREREMNAREES

BRI FIR R I - @B
ISRV E TR R - REEERW T TS 2
H > ARE SR 53 BT A AR R
FRIRFHVERE S TR - DU G A HERE
R -

(—EREHA

[ TR RS Pl S B A W T B
i - JhEA SRR TR - 5 PR EE A S
AR - AR 2 H A ALERFEF]
SR EEENINY - SR DITFeERIER
SHEER SARRC ER AL ARG - 13 EEAE S
F 1k FI VIR £ 3R S B R SR H B e 1 3

JBI TR T LR 2SR
2B o DIAERBIREIR B R EN
BIRG - 205 B RS A AL LI -

GEIA RT3 BePraREni ~ BT RAISC
b > BHER E AR EFAUIE - B A
HyFIRAIZ -~ 2 DA AR RS
B TR - HIRE R AREE A A REERE Y
R - fEEEE L 8R4 (73%) #
AN RS g - (8RR A T
ANA]

16 7 32035 e L BHER R 2 V155
% - BRAE N B e R R B e B B 5 1 i
» HRTER TS S BRI E 98 -
1& M T E P S R B BRI AT 484
75 2% Ratcliffe ( 1997 ) DL K Jimenez-
Aleixandre ] Pereiro-Munoz (2002) ZhHf5¢
FirfsEiE - Ratcliffe (1997) 52 15 BE24:8t
HERE TP Bt S R R
25 ST TS R G TS - TR A
e/ AIERE  REIRE & IR =~ e
FIfE ~ BHEAF L ~ K5 - |1 Jimenez-
Aleixandre F Pereiro-Munoz (2002) HySCHR
1 R A TR A e i e BR B A B R Iy
Frig AU s © AERERES: ~ StBIHEERN
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A TR TR T — (A -

e L RRRbTe - AWTFERERE T
PR BRI R e T e o0 P - 7
BRI R I E S A B B T amoRs
* 2 YIRS EEEAESS - BSN AN
B -

IRIBHE R TR HARBEER A RS E S
RF > PR AIIIRLE 1 BEENE SR HE R 20T
a2 AR BRI SER - I PN [F] 5
PH REAENERE RS EAE - i
STERIEEINER 3 DIRJIE MR e

SRS N B AN I B o LA PR
LSRRG 0 B AR A - AFISE
T S A A FIAEN S B AT B 22 5

(x*= 2533, p < .001) ° LY 19 (7FF

2 AR T E

BITREAER 15 £7 (79%) $e2IFCAfE
B PRy TR AR CNIE 2 ARERHT
AR o T s GE BRI L - HKA 42%
(RS A B b A RO R Tt AT G 2 A
(IRSIRE - PR B T RS E R R E B
ARG RG o FHAMML - BE TR R 3
FOFTER RS Z e b - A LEEREIR]
CAIERES (50%) - AR " RS MNTE
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Abstract

This study mainly analyzed the differences between science and non-science major students’
scientific epistemological views (SEV) and their decision makings on some socioscientific issues.
Additional intent was to explore any relationships between SEVs and decision making strategies. A
total of 127 freshmen, 56 science majors and 71 non-science majors, enrolled in a university in
southern area were participated in this investigation. The first instrument was to assess students’
understandings about the creative, theory-laden, and tentative nature of scientific knowledge, and the
social negotiation in science community and culture impacts on science. Another open-ended
questionnaire, including two environmental issues, was to examine participants’ information pre-
ferences and reasoning modes about the controversial issues. Results indicated that participants who
use technical perspective to make arguments and who have critical thinking trait score higher on the
“tentative” SEV subscale. These findings implied the role of SEVs on the decision making process.
This study suggests that a better understanding of students’ epistemological beliefs toward science
would help science educators to develop and implement appropriate instruction that can enhance

students’ SEVs and critical thinking in college classrooms.

Keywords: Undergraduates, Socioscientific Issues, Decision Making, Scientific Epistemological
Views



