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Abstract

This research utilized place-based education theory as the framework, critical pedagogy
theory’s teacher-student relationship view, and diverse teaching models including outdoor teaching
and project-based learning to develop a curriculum model. This model was designed to support
students’ capacity to connect living experiences to curriculum knowledge. Research finds that
students’ perspectives concerning environmental knowledge were expanded to include out of
school knowledge such as living experiences and knowledge gained from their own investigation
experiences. Because of valuing living experiences in class, students gradually start to connect
their own living experiences to the curriculum knowledge and enter the automatic learning process.
Overall, research finds that the curriculum developed from this research has positive impact on
learning engagement, learning motivation, and attitudes. Research participants were 3rd grade
students who were recruited from an elementary school in a rural area. A total of 27 students
participated in this study. The curriculum unit includes three topics: campus and coastal strand
plants, sick plants, and environmental pollution. Among all, campus and coastal strand plants
unit which adopts outdoor observation as a strategy, has a significant effect on students’ ability to
connect living experiences to curriculum content. Additionally, this model was also found to be
able to meet diverse needs of students with different backgrounds by valuing the living experiences
of every learner.

Key words: Place-Based Education, Rural Education, Learning Effects, Learning Motivation,
Environmental Education
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