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Land Reclamation Regulations and Aborigine Land
Rights in Early Qing Taiwan

Wen-liang Lee

Department of History, National Taiwan University

Land reclamation in Qing Taiwan (1683-1895) followed the standard
procedure generally called “gingken (3528).” Civilians could apply for
cultivating the island’ s empty land and magistrates issued permits and
announcements, entitling the applicants to recruit tenants to perform the
actual reclamation. This paper offers an in-depth historical analysis of
three major types of the gingken system during Kangxi reign, namely
muken (Z£3R, government-sponsored and civil service degree-holder-led
reclamation), baoken (¥2E, civilian-initiated reclamation), and quanken
(Eh2R, official-encouraged and civilian-performed reclamation). I further
discusses the impact of aboriginal land policy in 1715 and two new modes
of land reclamation practice by mountain and plains aborigines between
1715 and 1724. The research thus argues against the neglect thesis of
Qing frontier policy and the dichotomic view of Kangxi’s and

Yongzheng’s policies towards Taiwan.

Keywords: land reclamation regulation, aborigine land rights, Qing

policy on Taiwan, Kangxi reign, people’s property
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