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Role of Fire Brigades in 228 Incident of 1947

Hsiu-mei Tsai

ABSTRACT

During the 228 Incident of 1947, volunteer fire brigades became nongovernmental
self-defense organizations that assisted the police in enforcing law and order in Taiwan.
This article investigates the emergence of volunteer fire brigades in Taiwan as well as
their role and experiences during the 228 Incident. Moreover, it traces the history and
development of these self-defense organizations from post-World War II until 1947.

It was found that following the outbreak of the 228 Incident, the contingency
management system established toward the end of the Japanese colonial era became
operational, with volunteer fire brigades functioning as paramilitary groups for
maintaining law and order. In some cities, the fire/air raid alarm system was employed to
broadcast emergency alerts while fire engines were utilized as weapons for attack. With
228 Incident Settlement Committees set up all over Taiwan, many members from the
volunteer fire brigades were recruited to join the security, guard and fire departments. In
fact, most members of the fire brigade were made responsible by the local administration
or the police department to maintain public order. However, some of those active fire
brigade members in the 228 Incident Settlement Committee were later prosecuted and
arrested by the authority. Nonetheless, most were detained for several months and

eventually released after trial and investigation.
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