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Facts and Writings: Refiguring the Peace
Negotiations between the Qing and the Zunghar in
the Yongzheng-Qianlong Period

Xuechen Shen

The Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences

The negotiations between the Qing and the Zunghar between 1734 and
1739 resulted in peace for a dozen years, which reflected the power
dynamic between the two sides. These negotiations undoubtedly had
great significance in their historical context, but nearly all the relevant
research from the beginning of the twentieth century until present has not
yet grasped the basic facts. Based on the assembly and comparison of the
related archives, this article unravels a skein of facts of the negotiations
that show, unlike the previous research that claimed the Zunghar sued for
peace, that actually the Qing government initiatively endorsed the peace
demand but failed to attain its goals, including signing a boundary treaty
and return of fugitives. At the same time, the Qing was forced to accept
Zunghar’s request to send commercial delegations to Beijing and
religious messengers to Lhasa. This article further explicates the history
of the Qing’s official documentation and thus discovers that officials
glossed over their stumbles on Northwestern policy. The Qing’s official
documentation fabricated an epic story that two industrious emperors



240 %R MEFEZ+ = Hm

were committed to fighting against Zunghar day and night and hence
rendered Qing a triumph in the negotiations while their regime dominated
the whole progress. To do so, they released signals that the Zunghar sued
for peace; disclosed that the boundary proposal was already made by the
Zunghar before the Qing set up any plan; and concealed many details of
military supplies into the bargain. In this sense, this article aims to
refigure the peace negotiations between the Qing and the Zunghar in the
Yongzheng-Qianlong period and reveal how the negotiations became the
harbinger of Qianlong Emperor’s Ten Great Campaigns (shiquan
wugong) and a significant segment of the history of Chinese unification
(dayitong).

Keywords: Yongzheng emperor, peace negotiations, ministers’ archives,
Zunghar Khanate, historical writing



