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The Development of the Imperial University’s “New
History” in Modern Japan and Studies of Taiwan
History

Hung-yueh Lan

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

This article explores the development of the “new history” approach in
studies of Taiwan history that flourished alongside the formation process
of modern Japanese historiography, and the academic exchanges between
Japan and Europe from the perspective of global history. First, | argue
that Geschichte der Insel Formosa (History of the Island Formosa) by
Ludwig Riess laid the foundation for the “new history” approach in
studies of Taiwan history. This is mainly because Riess applied modern
scientific methodologies of historiography, which were developed by
Leopold von Ranke, Ernst Bernheim, and so forth, to complete his
History of the Island Formosa. Second, this article investigates how these
modern scientific methodologies of historiography were first introduced
to Japanese scholars and developed in the imperial universities, as well
as Riess’s research into Taiwan history. In addition, this article further
advances our understanding of how Riess’s disciples, including Tsuji
Zennosuke and Murakami Naojird, both of whom were in the first
generation of Japanese historians growing up after the Meiji Restoration,
began their research into the history of cultural and political exchanges
between Europe and Japan, and initiated their research on the history of
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Taiwan. Then | proceed to examine the research on Taiwan history by
Taira Shidehara and Murakami Naojird’s disciple, Iwao Seiichi, at Taibei
Imperial University. Lastly, I argue that although Riess’s research on
Taiwan history has been replaced by more sophisticated research from
the perspective of Nanyo-shi (the history of Southern Seas), the vision of
world history behind it has not faded.

Keywords: Taiwan history, new history, imperial university, Taibei
Imperial University, Ludwig Riess



