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The proficiency of formal address
by advanced Japanese learners in Taiwan
Huang Ying-Che
Associate Professor,

Taichung University of Science and Technology, Taiwan

Abstract

The purpose in this paper is to clarify the strong points and problems
of Japanese learners’ formal address and to suggest instructions about oral
expressions. The speeches of 51 Japanese learners in Taiwan with advance
Japanese level have been examined. 3 kinds of methods about oral
expressions have been offered in this paper. The methods are training
students to be conscious of something; to find out the connections of
somethings; to be introspective. The first method is to help students to be
conscious of something by asking themselves“Why,What,Where,When,
Who,How”etc. The second method is to teach students problem awareness,
including relevance, consistency, properness, rationality, abundance,
causality, relationship with the listener, and guide students to have the
following logical thinking: 1. dividing the whole one into some parts.
2.turning the abstraction to specification. 3.changing the ambiguousness
into clearness. 4.knowing the effect from the cause. 5. insisting
somethings according to evidences. 6.clarifying the purpose by
summarizing the methods. 7.converting imaginations into diagrams.8.
converting complication into itemization. 9. pointing out the important
things.10. searching the similarities. The third method is to instruct
students to do more preformation, self-investigation, introspection, self-
corrections, oral practices etc. The descriptions in this paper could be
offered as the effective instructions about oral expressions of Japanese
learners in Taiwan.

Keywords: Formal Address, Japanese Learners in Taiwan, Problem
Consciousness, Connection, Introspection
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