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Research on Beliefs about Onomatopoeias of Japanese
Language Learner in Taiwan
- Focus on Students majoring in Japanese Language in University —

NAKAMURA Naotaka
Ph.D.Student, Departmant of Japanese Language and Culture, Soochow

University, Taiwan

Abstract

Onomatopoeias is one of the difficult parts when one wants to learn Japanese.
According to the research, the condition of learning onomatopoeias is not good either.
Previous researches show onomatopoeias has some features, such as high frequency,
easily affected by occasions and language style, and making childish impression.
These features can both help and prevent learners from learning Japanese. The main
idea of this article is learners’ mentality, which focuses on the beliefs about
onomatopoeias of Japanese learners in Taiwan.

The investigation adopted questionnaires which basically referred to the previous
research. The learners had to answer 20 questions and each question with five different
options. The objects of the research are Japanese majors from T university in Taiwan,
from first grade student through senior student. The effective examples would be 441
students.

The result shows that the research objects sense and hold more affirmative beliefs in
the practicability and higher frequency of onomatopoeias. On the contrary, they have
very weak beliefs in childishness. According to the result of T-test and ANOVA, it was
found that the difficult learning beliefs have been obviously enhanced when they have
the experience of studying abroad. The difficult learning beliefs also follow the
promoting process of school grade. Although the experience of studying abroad
apparently adds delight beliefs of learning, however, the delight beliefs of learning has
obviously decreased from lower grade to higher grade.

Keywords: Onomatopoeias, beliefs, JFL, difficulty learning
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