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Abstract

This paper examines the acquisition of the Japanese locative
particles ni, de, and o, by Taiwanese learners using a sentence
completion task. In this task, participants were presented with a
compound noun such as ‘Ki-no-shita’ (“under the tree”) and asked to
complete a sentence using their own words. ‘Correct’ sentence
formation required that the appropriate locative particle. Learners at
both intermediate and advanced levels displayed significant errors
in their use of locative particles. Notably, learners would overuse ni,
particularly in circumstances where de would be correct, whereas o
was used correctly in most instances. From this, it could not be
concluded that learners were making use of the strategy of unit
formation. Instead, learners tended to utilize their own grammatical
rules, such as the expression of region and location of event by ni
instead of de, of location of existence by de instead of ni, and the

collocation of some action verbs with ni.
Key words: Japanese locative particles ni, de and o, Strategy of

unit formation, Noun- and Verb-pivots, region marker, location

marker, route marker
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