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On the Nomenclature of the Jiugong and Bafeng
in the Lingshu and Related Issues

Kizen Son
School of Sociology, KIBI International University

This paper investigates the origins of the nomenclature of the jiugong (JLE, nine
palaces) and bafeng (J\J, eight winds) in the Lingshu (&, Divine Pivot), using
archaeological and textual sources. The paper explores the relationship between the
names of the bafeng and the winds of the four directions (IU7J5/&), the spirits of the
four directions (PU5H#) in the Shang oracle bone inscriptions, as well as the Taiyi
Shengshui (&—4.7K) of the Guodian Chu Slips and the Yinqueshan Han Slips. In
order to clarify the meanings of the names in jiugong, this article uses materials like the
Taiyi jiugong plate diagram (X— /L= Z#%) unearthed from the tomb of the Marquis
of Ruyin dated in the Western Han Dynasty and the “Jiugong Bafeng” chapter of the
Huangdi Neijing Taisu (7 NEE K Z) of the Japanese Ninna-ji collection. It connects
and compares the cang (&) in both the east and west positions, the cang (&) of the
canglong (ZHE, Azure Dragon) of the seven eastern Chinese constellations, and the
explanations of horizontal lines in trigrams (&%) for the Qian and Kun trigrams in the
Book of Changes (J&15)) related to the trajectories of the dragon star (¥ £ ). The paper
also connects two luo (%), which are in the northwest and the southeast positions,
explains the xuan (Z) in the southwest position by the tian (X) in the northeast
position, and analyzes the relationship between the central position zhaoyao (F4#%) and
the North Star (1E2}) in order to reveal the deeper meaning of the names in the jiugong
system.

By reconstructing three types of jiugong diagrams, we discovered the basis of its
formation. From this, we also identified the method of number pairing on the jiugong
luoshu (JL'E %2 ) and the prehistoric development of the bajiaowen (/\FH4&YL,
octagonal design). The essence of the jiugong bafeng is something that was concretely
expressed and used by ancient people in accordance with their concepts of cosmic
space and time. The arrangement of the jiugong with the bafeng and eight trigrams was,

at the latest, formed in the early Western Han period, and it can be surmised that it was
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designed by wise ancient Taoists familiar with astronomy, divination, and medical
etiology. Through this study, we have filled in some gaps concerning the relationship
between the plate diagram, the jiugong bafeng system, yixue (522), and Taoism, as

well as the internal relationship between jiugong and bafeng.
Keywords: “Jiugong Bafeng” of the Lingshu, the Qian and Kun trigrams of the

Book of Changes, the Yinqueshan Han Slips, the Taiyi Shengshui of the
Guodian Chu Slips, Taoists
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