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The Meaning of ‘Ne’
Madoka Fukao
Graduate Student of Soochow University
Abstract

In this paper the meaning of a Japanese sentence-end particle, ‘Ne’ is defined as a
speaker’s judgment that listeners’ will understand or agree to the speaker’s statement. This
definition of ‘Ne’ can be applied to all the sentence types. There exists a range of
certainty in the speaker’s judgment. ‘Ne’ can be replaced by ‘Daroo’ when the speaker is
not 100% certain that listeners will agree to the statement. When ‘Daroo’ expresses a
100% certainty of the speaker, it can’t be replaced by ‘Ne’ and it is used under the
condition that there is no recognition gap between a speaker and listeners as well as under

the condition that there is a recognition gap.

Key words : sentence-end particle, ‘Ne’, speaker’s judgment, listener’s agreement,

speaker’s certainty
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