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On the Importance of Raising Awareness
about Distinguishing the Various Politeness
Expressions in Teaching Japanese

—With Special Reference to Learners of Japanese in Taiwan

Ozaki, Manabu

Master of Department of Japanese Language and Culture

Soochow University
Abstract

In this paper [ mention that in teaching Japanese in Taiwan -- particularly, in teaching
politeness expressions, it is important to raise awareness about how to treat one's
interlocutor when one engages in interpersonal speech acts.

In my study of this problem using my students of Japanese in Taiwan, I have found
that in teaching politeness expressions in Japanese, it is important and necessary first to
make them aware of the various distinctions in politeness expressions and secondly to
prepare a step-by-step teaching plan with which the students can learn to use appropriate
expressions according to the politeness intentions they have acquired on the basis of the
raised awareness.

The following points are also proposed as being important:

o Teachers should not be satisfied by simply explaining those individual speech

elements which are listed in the textbooks as politeness expressions.



* Students should be led to proceed step by step from the awareness of politeness to

the performance of politeness.

Key words : Politeness Expressions, Societal Role, Japanese Way of Thinking,

Politeness-Consciousness, Politeness Intentions
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