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The Literature of Kanko Okamoto and
Evanescence

Wang, Shu-Fen

Instructor of Tajen Institute of Technology Department of Applied Foreign Language Lecturer

Abstract

“Evanescence” and “eternity” contradict each other. In the Buddhist view of the
world, things produced by different causes are incessant, because they are always in the
process of becoming. Only through various combinations of causes and conditions can
phenomena be formed.  This is a view of “causes,” which entails the view of

“evanescence.”

Introduced to Japan in the sixth century, the Buddhist view of evanescence is closely related
to Japanese culture, literature and art. Many poems, novels, and essays through the middle,
modern and contemporary ages are influenced by it.

This thesis aims to discuss the works of 48 J%F-, a famous modern female writer. ~She
studies Buddhism and is deeply influenced by the Buddhist thought. We can find the view of
evanescence in many of her novels. Since she was raised up in a noble and rich family, people
suppose that her view of life should tend to be active and optimistic. In addition, she has a very
high opinion of herself; she then appears more sensitive than others.

Nevertheless, after contacting Buddhism, she has her own interpretation of the world and
evanescence. Only by observing her view of evanescence may we explore the essence of her

literary creation.
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4, @E»POTF [BErOTL2E] HE~H+ 18
HEXH 1994
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