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Specification of Postposition ‘ni’
—analysis in terms of sentential, phrasal, and morphemic level—

Hsueh, Yun-Ju

Lecturer in Department of Foreign Languages and Applied Lingustics,

Yuan Ze University
Abstract

Postposition in Japanese has its subcategories functioning as topic marker, nominal case
marker, accusative case marker, genetive marker and particles. Each of which constitutes a
hierarchy and postposition ‘ni’ can be analyzed either as a case marker; i.e., dative marker,
or a particle.

Noun phrases realized in sentences are assigned cases by postpositions. Description as
follows shows some proves that in upper structure such as IP, ‘ni’ is preceded by default
postposition ‘ga’ co-occuring with intransitive verbs while ‘ga’ and ‘wo’ co-occuring with
transitive verbs. We also find the fact that ‘ni’, as well as ¢ ga’ and ‘wo’, does not exist within
noun phrase structure. As we dig into morphemic level, the N-V compound verb, NP
realized by ‘ni’ in IP now shows some exhibits of incorporation as ‘ga’ and ‘wo’ do.
Therefore we may postulate that “ni” according to the subcategories of verb it co-occurs can
be analyzed as case marker; i.e., dative marker, which automatically analogized in the order

following ‘ga’ and ‘wo’. The postulation to prove valid shall be my next step.
Key Words: hierarchy, case marker, particle, grammatical function, incorporation
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WK A4 S OMIETIE (38 - (%) 13 (o) Kl 5 2 L 2thks©,

O B (1999) BB,
® E&JI (1999) L& (1999) # 5K,



1) a. KER D3 2 R o 72,
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2 a BB S,
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3) a HHELEDNREZ BT B,
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T 13ERBIER & BVFRAIORNCE Z 0, BIBNECEEREB AR S0 = L b4y
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BAREIE T 1330PHi D4 5L (nominalization) ICENE S, @) - (5)TREL
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(17) ~ (19) OBz XX, AT EEMHT L3805 (5] - (2] onksT,
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a. REEFERE
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b. The troupe marched toward west.
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