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Wang Guowei-No Pioneer for Dual Attestation
Wang Mingqi'

Abstract

The induction of dual attestation constitutes a vital part in Chinese modern academic
history, which has great impact on Chinese academic research and history of the whole 20th
century. For example, traditional disciplines such as history, philosophy, archaeology,
literature- linguistics, etc, all take dual attestation as their new ideology and method. Dual
attestation means making mutual verification by comparing the excavated documents and
that handed down from ancient times, and it can also be called confirmation between the
traditional documents and the new founded ones, that is, shooting at the same research
subject with different methods. At the beginning of last century, the top 5 findings,
including inscriptions on oracle bones, bamboo slips, Dunhuang ancient writings, Working
files, and ancient writings by foreign clans in ancient China were used by scholars like
Wang Guowei to prove the existence of some ancient relics. Afterwards, starting from Chen
Yanke, the academic circle has been considering Wang Guowei the founder of dual
attestation.

However, Wang Guowei didn't impose himself as the pioneer of dual attestation, just
like he said “The Chinese scholarship derives from our late ancient scholars instead of
today’s. ”

By combing the source and course of dual attestation, this thesis makes a study on the
historical background of emergence of dual attestation and concludes that dual attestation
dates back to the antediluvian times, defines it in both broad and narrow senses by putting
forward that the attestation is not only inscriptions on oracle bones, but the New Documents.
It lists all new documents founded before Tang Dynasty and after Song Dynasty which are
made comparison with the traditional documents by former scholars, and makes an

induction of theories by Gu Yanwu, Qian Daxin and Liu Shipei, etc. Abundant evidence

! Department of Chinese Language and Literature, College of Art and Communication of Southwest
Jiaotong University
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manifests that, no matter in theoretical induction or documents study, Wang Guowei is no
pioneer of dual attestation.In the early peroid of ancient times, there were Sima Qian, Liu
Xiang and Xu Shen in Han Dynasty, later in the middle came Yan Zhitui, Liu Zhiji, Ouyang
Xiu, Zhao Mingcheng, Hong Mai and Zheng Qiao, and after which,Yang Shen, Gu Yanwu,
Duan Yucai and Ruan Yu dominated the latest peroid of the ancient, and in the modern
times, scholars, such as Fu Sinian, Chen Yanke, Gu Jiegang, etc, all put this theory-dual
attestation-into application.Through the application and interpretation to dual attestation,
here is another finding that it is not only confirmation of overground documents and relics
against underground unearthed documents, but also the mutual verification between the two.
In modern academy, dual attestation has developed into triple attestation or even quadruple
attestation, and it has not only played a significant role in modern academy, but also
promoted the advance of some academic conclusions of all ages, for example, some of
conclusions of detection of forgeries need to be verified due to the emergence of dual
attestation. This thesis, through thorough research and analysis, made a scientific induction
to the substantive characteristics of dual attestation, that is, multidiscipline and

comprehensive mutual attestation.

Keywords : Dual Attestation, Source, Wang Guowei, Justification
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