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Research on the Book of Poetry, Poems from
the States, Sacrifice orations. Part I: The
cognitive difficulties of the research on the

Book of Poetry.
Yan Zhang®

Abstract

In this part, we present the original motivation and the basic idea of our research; discuss the
cognitive difficulties in the current study of the Book of Poetry. During the Western and the Eastern
Zhou Dynasty, the protracted and severe changes of the society broke the continuity of the cultural
heritage. Therefore, the time of birth of a few knotty poems as well as the social form, social system
and religions of that period became unknown, and the natures and functions of these knotty poems
became quite confused. To solve this problem, we investigate the methods used by other researchers
since Han Dynasty; check the errors in their conclusion notes; and discuss the objective standards to
strictly evaluate the quality of those notes. Based on the existing results, we generalize the main
ideas, approaches and materials of the research on the Book of Poetry, which leads to the assertion

that the wide vision and rigorous methods are both important for our research.
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