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Study on Research on the Book of Songs in the
Period of New China (1950-1970)

Chen-yu Lu

Abstract

In the period of New China (1950-1970) , upon Chinese Marxism-Leninism of Mao Zedong,
the politics interfered in literature and art. Research on The Book of Songs was interpreted as the
tool to promote the class struggle and the findings was insignificant. Academia tends to neglect the
studies on The Book of Songs at this period. However, regarding the academic history of The Book
of Songs, it is necessary to observe the background of formation, phenomenon, study the constraint
of politics and thoughts on academia and describe or review the traces of The Book of Songs in the
period. According to research on The Book of Songs under the influence of Mao Zedong,
Marxism-Leninism and Marxism and sociology of common sense on the twisted research on The
Book of Songs, this study probes into overall effect of Marxism-Leninism of Mao Zedong on
politics, society and thoughts at the time. When academic groups discussed and debated about
Chinese ancient social system, methodology of historical materialism was prevailing, folk songs
became national, conflict between human and class was emphasized and with insane Destruction of
Four Olds in Cultural Revolution, how was the research on the Book of Songs? Sociology of
common sense blindly followed the framework of historical development and the research method
was single. Ideology was superior to academia and literature and culture was neglected. Research on
the Book of Songs was unprecedentedly unusual. Fortunately, after the modification in 1980s, the

books and papers increased and the research vision became more diverse.

Keywords: New China, The Book of Songs, Marx, the class struggle, historical materialism
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