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From “Chueh Ti Tien Tune” (Isolation of
Heaven and Earth) to “Tian Ren He Yi”
(Integration of Heaven and Human) —
Meanings and Values of Ren Wen Hua Cheng
in 1 Ching

Chung-Tien Huang’

Abstract

The cultural development in China and ancient civilizations around the world gradually
advances from primitive religions to rationality. This study attempts to observe the phenomenon of
“philosophical breakthrough” in China in the so-called “Axial Age” proposed by Jaspers from the
most ancient classic book existing in China — “I Ching,” as well as to explain the meanings reflected
behind. “I Chine” is originally a book of fortune-telling. Because fortune tellers are the media of
communication between human beings and gods, they should best reflect meanings of primitive
religions, as well as the time background and cultural atmosphere in early Western Zhou Dynasty.
However, the observation on the information revealed from the cultural process of humanity-based
religion in early Zhou Dynasty showed the following meanings: (1) emphasis on autonomy of
morality; (2) shaping of idea of integration of heaven and human; (3) redemption of fall of primitive
religion. From the features of avoidance of discussion on gods and devils, moral orientation, and
natural keynotes, the author assumed that “I Ching” is the work created by intellectuals in early
Western Zhou Dynasty under rational consciousness according to I-related works, such as “Lien
Shan” and “Guei Cang” from previous dynasties. “I Ching” consciously uses moral orientation as
examples, and uses mysticism and original fortune-telling functions to integrate moral meanings
with fortune telling and remind emperors of being alerted. The cleverest combination of gods with

Professor, Institute of Confucian Classics, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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human reflects the meanings and values of Ren Wen Hua Cheng in | Ching.
Keywords: Humanity-based religion, Ren Wen Hua Cheng, History of Civilization, 1 Ching,
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