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The Achievements and Contributions of
Professor Xu Tanhui's Study of Shangshu

Tsai Kenh-siang” ; Chu Ai-ling”

Abstract

Professor Xu Tanhui (¥ 4¢%5) passed away in 2018. He was the first person in Taiwan who
wrote a doctoral dissertation with Shangshu (% % ) as its special topic, and obtain a doctorate. He
has been engaged in academic research all his life. In addition to Shangshu, he has also made brilliant
achievements in the studies of Chinese Philology, Exegesis, and Shiji ( ¢ &) . These fields are

complementary with his Shangshu research.

Professor Xu has also been engaged in education throughout his life. He taught Shangshu in the
universities and also instructed students to write research papers on Shangshu. In Taiwan, the number
of students who studied Shangshu under the guidance of him are the largest, which shows his

contribution in promoting Shangshu research.

This article first lists the writing results of his research on Shangshu, and then gives examples to
illustrate his unique vision and research methods in the study of Shangshu, and then points out how
his Shangshu study extends from that of classics to literature, which has pioneering credits. His sorting
of historical data of Shangshu is of great convenience and help for future generations. Finally, we list
the students who studied Shangshu as a dissertation topic under his guidance as an index to show how
successful his teaching of Shangshu study is. That is the historical position of Professor Xu Tanhui in

the context of the study of Shangshu.

Keywords: Xu Tanhui, Shangshu, teaching Chinese Classics, History of
Shangshu study

* Professor, Institute of Chinese Classics Studies, National Kaohsiung Normal University
* Master of Chinese Classics Studies, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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