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Discussion on Modernity and Taiwan’s New Peking Opera in
the 21st Century: A Case Study on The Golden Cangue, Meng
Xiaodong and One Hundred Years on Stage

Yu, Ting-Ting
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Theatre Arts,

Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

This study first discusses the concept of modernity, and then tries to explore the
related discourse on the modernization of Chinese opera in the writings of important
scholars in both China and Taiwan. Finally, taking The Golden Cangue, Meng
Xiaodong and One Hundred Years on Stage as examples, the study discusses the
performance skills and presentation styles of Modernity, and tries to find its crucial
meaning in Taiwan’s new Peking Operas of the 21st century.

Due to the modern styles and spirit shown in the theme and characters, as well as
the innovative overlapping of both space and time and the real and virtual worlds, The
Golden Cangue represented a breakthrough in the performance methods and theater

experience of traditional opera. Meng Xiaodong paved a new path for new Peking
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Opera owing to its innovative narrative structure and performance style. Nevertheless,
the libretto of the opera indicates that the ideas and direction of Taiwan’s latest
Peking Opera creation mark a return to the original-features and, aesthetics of the
librettos of traditional operas. The narrative structure of One Hundred Years on Stage
is innovative and modern. The historical viewpoint on selfhood, as expressed and
developed in the opera, is a presentation of both local views and the modernity of

opera.

Keywords : One Hundred Years on Stage, Meng Xiaodong, The Golden Cangue,

modernity, new Peking Opera



