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Techniques of Crafting and Performing "Flexible Body" of
Deity Statue Based on Two Case Studies of Statues Mazu in
Baishatun Gongtian Temple and Mengjia Qitian Temple:

Lee, Chien-wei’

Abstract

There are many types of female divinities in Taiwan. Among them, Mazu is
one of the most worshipped as a main deity in temples. It is often seen to be
represented in two ways: oneis an official and formal image, with a crown on the
head, holding a "Hu" (jade pieces representing officia status) or "Ruyi"

( Ganodermarshaped jade ) , dressed in clothes of arobe with python pattern. It is
shaped like a queen of official rank; the other is a private and realistic image,
so-called "flexible body", with hair tied or a small crown on the head, its wrists,
elbows and shoulders have movable joints that alow various gesture expressed in
arichly creative way. Adding to that, the legs also with joints can move freely.
The overall delicate movable joints can simulate various postures of people.

By examining the "flexible bodies' of deity statues Mazu handed down to
generations from Mainland China to Taiwan, including the main statue of Matsu
in the Wanhua Mengjia Qitian Temple, located in Taipei and the other, the famous
Baishatun Ma, in the Gongtian Temple of Baishatun, located in Miaoli, this article
mainly explores how a deity statue is produced and represented (art body ) and
how its body is performed ( religious body/social body ) . All these aspects reflect
the uniqueness of the "flexible body" and its cultural representation, as well as
how the techniques attach meaning to the deity statue in between.

By analyzing the two "flexible bodies’ of Mazu in two different locations, it
doesn't matter in terms of production or performance techniques but both are not
products from concepts of labor or commodity economy. In fact, these crafting
techniques provide people a key opportunity to confirm the self value in the
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symbolic system. The two cases actualy reflect that the need of a goddess body
declaration is generated from the aesthetics of Han women and eventualy
expressed in the appearance and performance of the "flexible body" of the deity
statue Mazu.

Keywords : Flexible Body Of Mazu, Body Performance, Crafting Techniques,
Baishatun Gongtian Temple, Mengjia Qitian Temple
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