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The Impact of Catholic Theology on Donglinist
Xiong Mingyu and His Response™**

Kuang-Tai Hsu*
Abstract

In late Ming, Jesuits introduced Catholic theology to China. Xiong
Mingyu BEBH3HE (1579-1649) was very close to the Jesuits during the end of the
Wanli & & period (1573-1620). As such, he most likely read works
concerning Catholic theology, but did not write anything on this topic in his Ze
Cao HIJEE (1620). During the Tianqi KX period (1621-1627), after having
experienced the political oppression that Wei Zhongxian #{£\& and members
of his party inflicted on the Donglinists (that is, members of the so-called
Donglin group BE#E), Xiong came to be interested in God’s message. Xiong
touched on Catholic teachings in his sequel to Ze Cao, which was published in
1626; however, he never did convert to Catholicism. He was also influenced
by natural theology and modified it with Confucian examples. After the
Chongzhen 5%/ reign (1628-1644), the emperor reversed earlier political
sentences by exonerating those of the Donglin group and punishing the
members of Wei Zhongxian’s party. At this time, Xiong adjusted his response

to Catholicism. In 1628, he started a revision of Ze Cao and expanded it and

* Kuang-Tai Hsu is a professor in Institute of History and the Center for General Education at Tsing
Hua University in Taiwan.

** The paper is based on a larger project supported by the Boost Projects Foundation at National Tsing

Hua University in Hsinchu, Taiwan. The author thanks the Foundation for its financial support, as

well as the two anonymous reviewers who gave very useful suggestions and comments.
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retitled it Gezhi Cao #&E(5; in this later text, he deleted the part on Catholic
teachings, but kept the part on natural theology, which he developed into a
section dealing with ‘learning about gezhi’ F$EE2.

In brief, the impact of Catholic theology on Xiong and his reaction has
something to do with the political situation in 1620s. Xiong’s example
represents the view of the members of Donglin group, who were more
concerned with political affairs rather than with a religious message. Even
though he believed that one can go through natural theology to know Nature as
created by the Creator, his acceptance of natural theology did not lead to his

becoming a Catholic.

Keywords: late Ming, Catholic theology, Xiong Mingyu #&HH3#, Donglin group,
Ze Cao HI|EL, Gezhi Cao F&EE



