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York: Routledge, 2014), pp. 1-31, especially pp. 1-6.
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8 Keith Tribe, The Economy of the Word: Language, History, and Economics (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2015), pp. 21-88.
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s (FER) Bl T8l A 2 BUA AR — (%0 » 78 S Bk B v HH Y 1y B
RREEE RAIREE -
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50-58, 63-67.
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o @aviagny SFRA W) 2R (FF2E) 0 F 4344
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Replete with both Morality and Benefit: Economic Discourse
in the Mengzi and Its Socio-intellectual Contexts

Yang Fu
Department of History, National Taiwan University

This article aims to offer a new interpretation of the economic thought in the
Mengzi. Through careful textual and contextual analyses, it argues that Mencius’
seeming suspicion concerning “benefit” is actually a discourse in response to the
contemporary political and cultural milieu. The seminal concern of Mencius’ economic
thought entails appropriate consideration of both material benefits and morality. While
this feature has already been seen in the Analects, Mencius further develops a theory of
moral sense to elucidate the relationship between ethics and economic life, and employs
history as an intellectual resource to illuminate the economic blueprint as well as the
moral character of benevolent governance. In a nutshell, attending to the interplay
between economic life and morality is a critical component in Mencius’ teachings;
furthermore, Mencius’ economic discourse not only constitutes an indispensable part of
his political philosophy, but also sheds light on the intellectual history of pre-imperial
China.

Keywords: Mengzi (Mencius), economic thought, benefit, moral sense, intellectual

history of pre-imperial China
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